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Powered by a pair of Mercury Racing 450R outboard engines, the 
new Fountain Powerboats 34 Thunder Cat with seating for seven 
was one of the hottest models at the Miami International Boat Show.
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97 Radical Departure
Donzi Marine’s 41 GTZ day 
boat blends form and function.

101 Perfect Fit
Fountain’s 34 SC is a great start 
to its latest center-console series.
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    Luxury Cruising

Fast and Stable 
    High Speed Adventure 

    Mercury Powered

A CENTER CONSOLE BOAT WORTH OWNING
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Surviving in the high-performance 
powerboat industry isn’t easy. For any 
number of reasons—would-be players, 

quick-buck conmen and bonafide sleaze balls 
chief among them—more go-fast companies 
have failed than succeeded during the years. 
Even reputable, principled and experienced 
builders with excellent product behind them 
have failed. Success is far from guaranteed 
no matter what your credentials may be. 

That makes Florida’s Cigarette Racing 
Team and California’s Eliminator Boats, 
which are coasts apart in location and 
worlds apart in products, rarities in the 
high-performance marine world. Though 
both have faced their share of internal and 
external challenges during the years, each 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2019.

For this digital magazine issue—our first 
of 2020—we caught up with the principals of 
both companies to find out where they might 
be heading in the short- and long-term.

No go-fast powerboat company has 
seen greater highs and lows than Fountain, 
which is celebrating its 40th anniversary 
this year. In this issue, we take a look the 
new-for-2020 Fountain 34 Sport Console, 
which kicks off a new series of Fountain 
center consoles that fits between its 
Bluewater fishing and NX luxury social- 
platform center console lines. As Fountain 
and Donzi Marine are under the same 
ownership and roof in Washington, N.C., 
we also take a look at the new Donzi 41 GTZ, 
a sexy performance-oriented day boat.

Though it seems like it happened a long 
time ago in a different world thanks to the 

STAYING POWER

EDITORIAL STAFF

FROM THE EDITORS 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Miami International 
Boat Show started the New Year on a strong 
note. With a little help from our friend and 
chief photographer Pete Boden, we bring 
you the best of the 2020 event in the form 
of 13 spectacular models that were on display 
at the show’s Miami Marine Stadium.

There is no question that the novel 
coronavirus will challenge the nation and the 
industry in a way it never has been before. 
But if the 2008 recession proved anything, it’s 
that the best companies find a way to survive, 
even if it means reinventing themselves. No 
go-fast boatbuilder can last even five years, 
much less 50, without keen survival skills.

As you shelter in place, we hope you enjoy 
reading this issue. But more important, we 
pray that you and your family stay safe. We’re 
in this together, which is exactly what will pull 
us through. 
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Rolling into 2020 with significant momentum from its inaugural 
season in 2019, the American Power Boat Association Offshore 
Championship Series has shifted up much of this year’s schedule. 
The changes, of course, were driven by the COVID-19 virus crisis. 
The Cocoa Beach, Fla., season-opener has become the fifth 
race of the season and is set for August 27-30, while the Sarasota 
Powerboat Grand Prix has added the alternate dates of August 
14-16 in the event its original June 26-28 dates do not pan out. To 
help with schedule flexibility, the Offshore Powerboat Association 
has cancelled its Solomons, Md., event while maintaining the 
possibility of a future 2020 date. Said Cocoa Beach organizer Kerry 
Bartlett, “Safety is our number one concern, and we are confident 
that Thunder On Cocoa Beach will be bigger than ever in August.”

HOT SHEET

APBA OFFSHORE SERIES 
RESPONDS TO COVID-19

HEADLINERS

Proactive schedule changes made in light of pandemic.

Quick hits from the 
go-fast boat world.

PHOTO DESK 
STUNNER

Few times in history have we ever needed
to coalesce more as a nation—and a world. In a recent
Slideshow of the Week, we presented something that speaks to unity, 
community and country—the American flag, painted on performance boats.Pe
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EVENTS

Happenings | Hardware | Heroics

A HydroHoist subsidiary, 
RotoMoldUSA received 
USDA approval to construct 
pallets for medical supplies 
to fight the coronavirus.

Thanks to Keys Island 
Runners, an armada of 
small performance boats 
took over the Islamorada 
sandbar in February.

Many motorsports events 
worldwide in mid-March 
were canceled due to 
coronavirus precautions, 
but the Vintage and 
Historic Raceboat 
Regatta soldiered on.
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HOT SHEET

For Wyoming-based performance boaters 
Chad and Dianne Budge, who spend a lot of 
time at their vacation home in Lake Havasu 
City, Ariz., taking delivery of their second new 
DCB Performance Boats M33R Widebody 
catamaran in as many years was a bright spot 
that most definitely took their minds off the 
country’s doom-and-gloom state of affairs of 
late. The elegant 33-footer is powered by a pair 
of Mercury Racing 450R outboard engines.

FB Marine Group is hitting the road with its 
Mobile Marine Unit fleet of 13 technicians 
making house calls to waterfront homes in 
South Florida with boats at docks and on lifts. 
In addition, through its Porter Team, FB Marine 
Group has created a parts and boat delivery 
service. Said FB Marine Group’s Kim Sweers, 
“The message from COVID-19 is clear: ‘How 
can we be better for our customers?’ Basically, 
we are taking a ‘Do less, be more’ approach.”

DCB GETS WILD IN WYOMING FB MARINE’S VIRTUAL DEALERSHIP
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• Race Teams  • Poker Runners
• Performance Boats  • Center Consoles

847.340.0517

TrimSync

WORLDCHAMPIONPRODUCTS

DriveGuardian is a proven solution that reduces 
the damaging torque spikes that are the leading 
cause of drive failure in offshore performance boats. 
Fix your drive reliability issues at the source with 
DriveGuardian.

DriveGuardian

Marine Design Corporation

MarineDesignCorp.com

TrimSync adjusts your trim to be perfectly even each 
time you press the BOTH/ALL button so you can focus 
on driving instead of monitoring trim indicators. 
TrimSync Race Edition adds the capability to program 
up to four presets that can be recalled with the push 
of a button. 
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HOT SHEET

Though Brett and Sharon Spraggins live in Southern California, 
they do most of their high-performance boating on Arizona’s Lake 
Havasu. Now, they’ll be doing much of it in their beautiful new MTI 
390X catamaran powered by Mercury Racing 450R engines. In 
a playful nod to Sharon’s nickname and the couple’s appreciation 
of life’s finer things, they dubbed the 39-footer Bougiee AF.

The powerboat community lost a faithful member in an off road 
accident when Jeff Ketchum, 39, of Arlington, Tenn., died in late 
March from injuries sustained after a solo crash in his UTV. 
According to his friend Reed Johnson, Ketchum, who owned a 
Fountain 35 Lightning powered by twin 525-hp Mercury Racing 
engines, “was such a great guy—he would do anything for anyone.”

MTI DELIVERS LUXURIOUS NEW 390X

TENNESSEE BOATERS MOURN LOSS OF KETCHUM
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Top speed so far—in miles per hour—of Jason and Laurie Moe’s 
new Hurry Up 46-foot Outerlimits Offshore Powerboats catamaran 
powered by twin dual-fuel Mercury Racing 1550/1350 engines.185

HOT SHEET

Sunsation’s long-anticipated 39 CCX—the 
largest offering to date in the Algonac, Mich., 
company’s Center Console Xtreme line—
debuted at Performance Boat Center during 
the 30th annual Lake of the Ozarks Shootout 
in Central Missouri. Though the reception for 
the first 39-footer, which is powered by triple 
Mercury Racing Verado 400R engines, was 
exceptional, no one is more pleased with the 
finished product than the team at Sunsation.

Showing it has plenty of game in the sport 
catamaran market, Nordic Boats completed 
its second beautiful 28 SS model powered by 
twin Mercury Racing Verado 400R outboard 
engines and delivered it to another ecstatic 
customer. But while the first Verado 400R-
powered 28-footer was set up for top speed 
and reportedly reached 130 mph, the second 
one was set up for overall performance and 
currently tops out at 110 mph.

SUNSATION GOES BIGGER NORDIC DELIVERS SEXY 28 SS CAT
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www.WozencraftInsurance.com

888.477.6517

PROTECTING AND SUPPORTING THE HIGH-PERFORMANCE BOATING COMMUNITY FOR OVER 19  YEARS
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Q C 4 860  S T E R NDR I V E
The naturally aspirated QC4 860 shares all of the high performance running 

qualities of its turbocharged siblings. Designed, developed and manufactured in-

house, the 9.0-liter V-8 engine pumps out 860 horsepower on 89 octane (Rec 90) 

pump fuel. Mercury Digital Throttle & Shift (DTS) technology provides luxury-car-

like drivability. All of this with an unprecedented 2-year limited factory warranty. 

NATURAL 
PROGRESSION

MercuryRacing.com/860

http://www.mercuryracing.com


Iadmit I stole this column idea from my favorite 
sports radio show that is almost more pop 
culture than sports talk—the Dan Le Batard 

Show on WQAM “560 The Joe” in South Florida 
and ESPN Radio affiliates nationwide.

Every Tuesday, sportswriter Greg Cote joins 
the show and, while he is a bit of a fun-loving 
curmudgeon (if that is even possible), he does 
a thing called “Back In My Day” every so often 
that is hilarious. He harkens back to a time when 
coffee was just coffee, for example, or when 
people carried photos in their wallets.

So please bear with me while I attempt my own 
“Back In My Day” bit. Remember, I’m a boat racer 
not a writer—and writing humor is supposedly the 
hardest, but at this point we’re all trying to adapt.

Without further ado, I want to take you back to 
a different world, a time long ago when I hugged 
100-plus people per day for three straight days. I 
know that sounds crazy today, I mean what kind 
of daredevil would do that? Sounds like racing a 
1,200-pound boat at 140 mph with 19 other risk-
takers on the same short course would be safer.

Let me put your mind at ease, it was a long, 
long time ago. Way back in February of 2020—
yep a whole 45 days ago! A complete other world 
where, get this, tens of thousands of boating 

TORRENTE’S TAKE

Peters & May. We had lunch together 
and were only inches apart, not feet. My 
uber-talented Team Abu Dhabi teammate, 
Thani Al Qemzi, came to the show all the 
way from Abu Dhabi. I had meetings with 
people from all over the world. Man was I 
living on the edge—it was exhilarating!

There were handshakes everywhere 
you looked. That’s where the hugs come in; 
I am a hugger. My preferred handshake is 
the one hand to the chest, bring you in and 
other arm around the back with a firm pat.

I think it’s because I’m a racer and 
racing emotional so I hug. I know, I am 
extreme! For me it creates a connection. 
Nowadays the most we are permitted to do 
is a weird elbow bump, an ankle shimmy 
thing or the classic wave or nod. Back in 
my day, if someone would have tried this 
move on me, I would have thought we 
were about to fight, but I digress.

While we are still allowed to go boating 
(for the moment), way back then at the 
boat show, I gave demo rides in a few 
different boats. It was glorious; we shared 
stories about how things were where we 
lived and boated, how busy work was and 
we even talked about my racing.

That’s right my racing. Way back then 
I was still preparing for my upcoming 
season abroad and in the USA—that’s 
right in America, story coming soon.

I helped a few clients secure their 

GOING ALL THE WAY BACK TO MIAMI
Although the 2020 Miami International Boat Show wasn’t all that long ago, 
it feels like an eternity given everything that’s happened in the past month.

industry folks and enthusiasts 
gathered in one location (sounds 
preposterous, right?) for the 
Miami International Boat Show.

What a world it was. I hung 
out with Dave Holley, CEO of 

–Two-time F1 H2O world champion and speedonthewater.com test 
driver Shaun Torrente owns STR Components in Cape Coral, Fla.
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TORRENTE’S TAKE

dream rides for the upcoming summer. I made 
a few deals, one with a new manufacturer 
using my STR X-Act Bracket. There were 
crowds gathered everywhere. I wanted my 
daughter to come with me on premier day, but 
back then she had to, get this, go to school. 
That’s right, way back then kids all went to 
a building where they would be together in 
the flesh and learn academics as well as 
the social skills needed to interact with other 
humans outside your family pod.

Man life comes at you fast. Take me back 
to a time when we could do nonessential stuff. 
A time when I could fly to another country, 
be excited to race in front of huge crowds, 
meet and greet people from different cultures, 
maybe even share a coffee and a hug. A time 
when my main concern was getting the next 
win or championship. A time where I was 
trying to solve nonessential problems like 
adjusting my line between 3&4 or having 
Dewald adjust a prop to get us more punch 
off the hairpin in Abu Dhabi. When I was not 

concerned about my wife’s trip to the grocery 
store. A time when TP and N95 masks were 
not the thing to have. I’m Shaun Torrente and 
that is how it was Back In My Day.

In all seriousness, a lot has changed in 
45 days. Let’s all do our part and hopefully 
in 45 more days we can go back to our lives, 
in the closest facsimile to what they were. 
Much love and positivity to everyone. Stay 
safe, see you on the other side. 

Shaun Torrente (second from left) is hopeful he’ll soon 
be back in his raceboat and hugging his friends again.
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Organized by Ryan Beckley, the ninth annual 
Joey Gratton Memorial New Year’s Day 
Fun Run attracted 100-plus boats. Starting in 

Sarasota and ending in Bradenton, the happening 
attracted several notable event organizers including 
Florida Powerboat Club president Stu Jones, Justin 
and Erin Lucas of Lake Cumberland Thunder Run 
fame, Del Flores of the Spartan Powerboat Club, 
Alvin Heathman of Super Cat Fest and more. As in 
years past, family members came to celebrate the 
beloved offshore racer who died in 2011 following a 
boat racing accident in Key West, Fla. “It’s hard to 
believe he used to do the run with only eight boats 
or so,” said Blake Gratton, one of Joey Gratton’s 
twin sons. “He’d be in awe to see all of this.”

Sarasota, Fla.

1) For the first time in its nine-year history, the Joey Gratton Memorial New Year’s Day Fun Run fleet topped 100 boats, 
and the docks at the Caddy’s Restaurant lunch spot were full. 2) A pair of well-known people in the performance boat 
industry, Billy Moore and Cole McGowan ran a 30-foot Spectre catamaran in the event. 3) The father-and-son team 
of Robert and Vinny Winoski came from New York City to tackle the Gratton event in their 34-foot Phantom V-bottom.
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ON SCENE

JOEY GRATTON
MEMORIAL NEW 
YEAR’S DAY FUN RUN
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ON SCENE

4) A 36-foot Baja boasting a US-1 racing number 
isn’t something you see every day, but thanks to 
Shane McFall and his enthusiastic passengers, fun 
run participants got to see one. 5) Shaun and Flavia 
Torrente hosted their friends, Eric and Keri Belisle, 
for the day in The Unicorn, their 30-foot Skater cat. 
6) The twin sons of Joey Gratton, Blake and Brock 
Gratton brought a few friends along with them in 
their outboard-powered 30-foot Spectre catamaran. 
7) Well known in Southwest Florida boating circles, 
Brian Jackson, Mike Fountain, Charry Torres (with 
baby Stella), Rachel Benitez and Brendan Alvarez 
celebrated the life of the famed offshore racer.

4 5

6

7
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1) The customary lunch stop for Florida Powerboat Club members during the Miami Boat Show Poker Run, Gilbert’s 
Resort in Key Largo hosted go-fast boats of all sizes. 2) Maryland performance boat enthusiast David Landsman ran 
his new 43-foot Midnight Express with five Mercury Racing 450R engines and earned the Best Center Console award. 
3) Sweetwater Landing Marina’s Brandon Mayer drove his parents’ new Mystic C3800 cat powered by 450R engines.
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ON SCENE

Not only did the Florida Powerboat Club have 
a great time celebrating 25 years since the 
Miami Boat Show Poker Run’s inception 

in 1996, Stu Jones and the FPC team—as well as 
its loyal membership group, which consisted of 55 
registered teams from the United States, Canada, 
France and the United Kingdom—enjoyed some fun 
in the sun over several days of the sold-out event. 
According to Jones, the industry-wide show of 
support was extremely strong and the two host 
hotels, the Autograph Collection Playa Largo Resort 
and the Hilton Curio Collection Bakers Cay Resort 
in Key Largo, provided excellent accommodations. 
He added that the event culminated with a dinner 
and awards party on Friday night at Bakers Cay 
Resort ballroom, which was attended by about 200 
guests, many of whom received awards from Jones.

Key Largo, Fla.

MIAMI BOAT SHOW
POKER RUN

1
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ON SCENE

4) The extraordinary new Cigarette Racing Team 
41 Nighthawk, which had four Mercury Racing 
450R engines for power, was one of two brand 
new HyperLux series models unveiled at the 
Miami International Boat Show by the legendary 
South Florida-based boatbuilder. The other model, 
the 42 Auroris, also was part of the poker-run fleet.
5) Texas performance boaters Roger and Pam 
Anderson ran their Nor-Tech Hi-Performance Boats 
390 Sport center console in the annual Florida 
Powerboat Club event that follows the boat show. 
6) After displaying its second 390X cat powered by 
twin Mercury Racing 450R engines at the docks in 
front of Miami Marine Stadium, the team at MTI in 
Missouri showed off its demo model at the event.
7) The owner of War Party, a well-traveled Cigarette 
Racing Team center console, Oklahoma’s Bubba 
Chrisco enjoyed the Miami Boat Show Poker Run 
lunch stop with his fiancé Brittany Dunn. 
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1) More than 50 relatively small V-bottoms, catamarans and center consoles came from all over the Florida Keys 
for Keys Island Runners trek to the Islamorada sandbar. 2) The owner of Florida Keys Roofing, Alex Ortega ran his 
24-foot Skater catamaran—with a few friends along for the ride—to the Key Largo gathering point. 3) Owned by 
Ramon Vera of Bulletproof Decking, this 35-foot Avance center console was one of the largest boats in the event.

1

2

3

Pe
te

 B
od

en

ON SCENE

According to its Instagram account, “Keys Island 
Runners is a locally founded organization 
consisting of fellow boating enthusiasts. 

Keys Island Runners host local Florida Keys events 
on the water such as the ‘Fun Run’ with local 
vendors and local businesses, funded entirely by 
donations from its members, its sponsors and its 
founder, Daniel Garcia, III, all for us boat lovers.” 
Among the outfit’s most recent events was a fun run 
to the Islamorada sandbar in Key Largo, which 
attracted about 50 boats. The group, which primarily 
focuses on owners of go-fast boats from 20 to 36 feet, 
has grown impressively since its 2019 founding. 
In just three months, it attracted 18,000 Instagram 
followers. Said Garcia, “There are a bunch of like-
minded boaters with small speedboats in the Keys, 
but we didn’t have an organization of our own.”

Islamorada, Fla.

KEYS ISLAND
RUNNERS FUN RUN 
TO ISLAMORADA
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4) With his girlfriend along for the ride, Julian 
Maldonado, the son of Jackhammer offshore 
racing team throttleman Ricky Maldonado, did 
the run in a 23-foot Hayari Marine center console. 
5) An uncommon sight in the Florida Keys, this 
21-foot Talon is owned by Jaime Trujillo, who runs 
a successful local landscaping company called 
Islandscapes in Key West. 6) The Islamorada 
sandbar—one of the most popular attractions in 
the Florida Keys—is an ideal spot for small, low-
draft boats, especially when the tide comes in. 
7) Though this 24-foot Black Fin center console 
doesn’t qualify as a high-performance boat, Keys 
Island Runners welcomes vessels of all kinds.
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GEAR

4 Garmin recently announced it redesigned its 
Fusion-branded Signature Series marine speakers 
and subwoofers with LED lighting that delivers a 
wide spectrum of color variations to complement 
each unique boat and style. Building on the success 
of the Signature Series product line, the new Fusion 
Signature Series 3 combines traditional red, green 
and blue LEDs with cool and warm white (CRGBW) to offer a full color palette—from premium 
pastels to vibrant hues—to provide a more ambient atmosphere onboard a wide range of 
boats. Available in 6.5-, 7.7- and 8.8-inch speaker sizes and 10- or 12-inch subwoofer sizes, 
the Signature Series 3 is offered with a Sports White or Sports Chrome grill finish.
www.fusionentertainment.com

4 HydroHoist Boat Lifts, a 
leading manufacturer of marine 
equipment, recently added a nice 
solution for dockside storage 
to its product line—the rugged 
78-inch Rectangular HydroLocker 
that offers 25 cubic feet of storage 
capacity relative to the company’s 
popular 50-inch Triangular design 
that offers 14 cubic feet of storage. 
Constructed with a UV-stabilized 
polyethylene, the rotomolded 
lockers are impact resistant and 
virtually maintenance free. Each 
design accepts standard padlocks 
and the tongue and groove lids 
resist water penetration.
www.boatlift.com

RUGGED DOCK LOCKER $695

4 Whether you need long reach hatch hinges, hidden hatch 
hinges, heavy-duty scissor hinges with or without struts, or 
large or small scissor hinges, Eddie Marine in California has 
you covered. The company that has been supplying quality 
marine parts for nearly 30 years offers many different types 
and styles of hinges to help you enhance the appearance and 
function of your boat. With models built from billet aluminum 
and stainless steel—and available in 11 finishes—Eddie 
Marine’s custom hinges can be used on engine hatches, 
storage compartments or any number of applications.
www.eddiemarine.com

HINGES BUILT TO LAST FROM $45-$630

SOUND PLUS STYLE FROM $299.99 TO $749.99

The Latest & Greatest Products
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Based on his longtime involvement in 
offshore racing and the high-performance 
marine industry, no one could say—at 

least with a straight face—that Rich Luhrs didn’t 
know what he was getting into when he became 
the American Power Boat Association Offshore 
Commission chairman a couple of months ago. 
As previously reported on speedonthewater.com, 
the 72-year-old New Jersey native now living in 
North Carolina was the force behind the former 
Shadow Cat and Conquest Cat lines and is a 
well-known, knowledgeable figure in powerboat-
racing circles.

Luhrs, who replaced outgoing commissioner 
Rick Felsen, comes to his role at a critical 
juncture in the sport. In 2019, the Offshore 
Powerboat Association and Powerboat P1 
combined to deliver the inaugural six-race APBA 
Offshore Championship Series. With record-
setting fleets at six strong venues, the series 
delivered the most exciting offshore action—for 
fans and racers—since the early 2000s.

But as it has been since the first offshore 
racer donned a helmet, the balance is fragile 
and needs to be cultivated with a strong but 
even hand. That’s where Luhrs, who for years 
has embraced “allergic to nonsense” as his 
credo, comes in or—and the very least—is 
hoping to come in.

Luhrs promised speedonthewater.com an 
interview once he got his feet on the ground, 
so to speak. And in early March, he delivered.

Why did you decide to take this job?
(Laughs). I have been an APBA member almost 
nonstop from the early 1960s until today. I have 
been first and foremost a racer, but also a boat-
builder, TV announcer, chronicler, and for a while, 
an official. When I was asked to take the job, I 
reflected that perhaps it was time to give back 
some of what I have received over the years from 
this great and enduring organization. At my age, 
it’s now or never. My predecessor worked hard at 
nurturing the sport, but his term was cut short for 
both personal and business considerations, and 
he deserves a pat on the back for knowing when 
to step away, and for all the right reasons. Let me 
also make it perfectly clear, this is not about me. 
I have no magic wands nor mystical powers. An 
awful lot has been done by some pretty amazing 
folks to build and nurture the offshore racing 
community. The tenacity and passion of OPA, 
P1 and the racers in so many classes have kept 
the sport alive and growing. My goal is to make 
APBA a contributing factor and an assisting 
partner in their goals and efforts.

How would you summarize the current state 
of the sport?
It’s definitely on an upward and positive trajectory. 
Certainly, all of motorsports on land and sea are 
hurting in one form or another, and most of boat 
racing has encountered strong headwinds for 
almost 20 years. However, offshore racing in the 
USA specifically fell into an almost dormant state 

Q&A
APBA Offshore Commission
Chairman Rich Luhrs words Matt Trulio  photos Pete Boden



about 15 years ago. This followed decades of 
damage caused by a costly rivalry between APBA 
and two groups that broke off in the late ’80s. 
These competing bodies existed under various 
identities for almost 30 years, and remnants of 
them still endure today.

Fortunately, the sport was pulled out of that 
malaise, by a group of “Jersey Boyz,” especially 
Ed “Smitty” Smith and Augie Pensa, and the 
rebirth of grass roots racing under the sanction 
of OPA. This has led to renewed interest and 
growth in other groups and classes, including 
the internationally successful P1, Steve Curtis 
and OTA (Offshore Team Association), Super 
Cat, Race World Offshore, and notably the 
fast-growing Super Stock Outboard, and the 
amazingly entertaining Class 7 bracket-class 
fleets. We are even seeing an interest in long-
distance offshore speed runs with the P1/Ocean 
Cup series. Various marketing efforts are gaining 
significant traction in both the electronic and print 
media arenas due to efforts from P1 and OPA.

With RWO, OPA, APBA, P1 and UIM, there’s 
quite a bit of alphabet soup out there. Do you 
find that confusing for would-be fans? If so, 
how do you resolve it?
Good question, and one that I pondered long 
and hard before accepting the role of APBA ORC 
Chairman—lots of letters in that one too (laughs). 
The key, in my opinion, is in how, why and 
where you communicate and engage the public. 
NASCAR, for instance, makes clear delineation 
between Cup, Xfinity, and the Truck series. The 
Cup drivers are household names and generate 

huge loyalty, while the true fans are watching 
the up-and-comers as they emerge through the 
other series. NASCAR and NHRA also leverage 
their local track marketing personnel to create a 
buzz as they move from city to city. The regional 
NASCAR and AHRA circuits are not as well-known 
and provide a development vehicle for future 
stars. The SCCA and many other motorsports 
promotions, on the other hand, are almost 
unintelligible and basically invisible in terms of 
classes, drivers, tracks, back stories, etc. Many 
offshore racers embrace the mantra that we will 
never be NASCAR, and with good reason.

But that does not mean that we shouldn’t learn 
from them and follow their example rather than 
resigning ourselves to sitting in media limbo. I 
have often said that, while we may not be able 
to achieve the heights of NASCAR, we should 
be able to give the X Games and even NHRA a 
run for their money. We have speed, glamourous 
sites, truly bankable personalities, high-tech hulls 
and the added advantage of man against man and 
man against the sea. Our biggest challenge is to 
get those stories out there, in a way that focuses 
the casual viewer’s attention on the people in the 
sport, and not just boats and motors. That’s how 
you build a vital and enthusiastic fan base.

Is the number of classes confusing to would-be 
fans? If so, how would you resolve it?
Clearly, the worst thing you can do is bewilder 
someone during his, or her, first exposure to the 
sport, lest he become a one-time observer never 
to return. This basically means that you feature 
your best and most impressive class or classes 

The Vintage and Historic Raceboat Regatta in Tavares, Fla., is always one of Rich Luhrs’ (right) favorite events of the year.
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in a truly professional, simple and clear manner. 
In past years this has led to some jealousy 
among the smaller classes, and an almost 
knee-jerk reaction to “break away” and form 
separate groups, which in the end only creates 
divisiveness, finger-pointing and a loss of traction 
for everybody.

The solution is a sensible division of coverage 
that creates multiple programming outlets with 
very different emphasis and, initially, production 
values. Until the “feature” class or classes really 
connect with a growing fan base, the smaller 
guys will not have the opportunities to gain 
sponsorship and fan interest. NASCAR started 
with a bunch of moonshiners racing on Saturday 
nights for kicks. Today, you have huge fan bases 
and sponsorships for, of all things, pickup truck 
racing. This didn’t happen because folks racing 
trucks got equal time with cup drivers. It happened 
because there were overflow opportunities from 
the “big show,” basically proving the adage that 
a rising tide raises all ships.

We need a bit of patience to achieve a truly 
sustainable product for all to share in. This also 
means that we need mutual respect and support 
between our various classes and participants. 
Right now, we have the national series with major 
promotional horsepower, and regional races to 
supplement, complement and create a local buzz 
for the sport, while providing a more economical 
venue for the teams on a tighter budget.

Should all domestic offshore races be run 
under the APBA umbrella? If so, explain.
In my heart I believe so, and I’ll tell you why. 
The APBA, at more than 100 years in existence, 
is the oldest, and most respected boat-racing 
sanctioning body in the world. It is actually the 
main building block that the, much younger, 
UIM used as a cornerstone for its internationally 
recognized sanctioning authority. In the century 
plus since its founding, the APBA has seen 
literally hundreds of small, medium and large, 
breakaway groups start up and attempt to wrest 
“control” of various categories away from them. In 
every case, these startups, either failed outright, 
or, returned to the mothership. Sadly, in many 
cases, they left a trail of broken promises, 
disappointments and hard feelings in their wake.

In spite of that, the APBA survives and carries 
on. So, if you were an odds maker in Las Vegas, 
who would you bet on? The APBA is by no means 
perfect, and too many times has been the cause 
of its own problems. In addition, right now we are 
fortunate to have very strong, passionate groups 
guiding the various categories and groups. My 
goal is to offer APBA as a unifying vehicle that 
will allow the whole to be greater than the sum 
of its divergent parts. Again, the “rising tide lifts 
all ships” doctrine comes into play.

How do you respond to those who say 
APBA isn’t relevant?
I don’t and I can’t. At times, APBA Offshore has 
been more relevant than others. Relevance and 
respect are something you earn, not dictate. My 
goal is to reestablish the trust and confidence that 
the APBA has gained and enjoyed in the past, help 
to create a broad-based success strategy for all 
members and groups, encourage teamwork, and 
lead rather than follow. I believe that I’m a guy who 
says what he means, and means what he says. 
If the representatives of the other major forces in 
the sport act in a like manner, we’ll be fine, and 
there will be enough “relevance” to go around.

Can the sport grow with the three 
race-producing APBA organizations?
Sure, why not? The problems of the past 
were not caused by member groups. We had 
OPBRA running Florida events, GLOPBRA in 
the Midwest, POPBRA on the West Coast, and 
various others during the “great years” ending 
in 1987. The “problems” occurred when groups 

Luhrs Interview

During the 2020 Miami International Boat Show, Rich Luhrs 
(left) stopped by the Skater Powerboats display and visited 
with Peter Hledin, who founded the Michigan boat company.

32
SPEED ON THE WATER



broke away completely, multiplied, and competed 
willy-nilly for the same race sites, sponsors, 
TV, media coverage, and the hearts and minds 
of racers. The sport is too small to support 
more than one “umbrella.” It has been proven 
repeatedly that once you have redundant 
hierarchies, rules and cultures, loyalties get 
divided, acrimony starts, the boat count and 
the sport as a whole suffers and shrinks.

This is accelerated in today’s electronic media 
environment, where every negative comment, 
diatribe and failure is broadcast for all the world 
to see on the Internet. Potential racers, sponsors 
and race sites will turn away to something 
more positive almost without exception. As long 
as every leader pulls in the same direction, 
discourages negativity within their ranks, stays 
within their chosen and mutually acceptable 
arenas, and keeps their collective eyes on the 
prize, there should be no issue with multiple 
“brands,”series or organizations.

How do you plan to address the current 
conflicts among those organizations?
Respectfully, cooperatively and eye to eye. 
Some positions and individuals may, in fact, 
be unreasonable or reflective of past rivalries, 
agendas and, frankly, failed organizations. Others 

are vibrant, growing, positive and, at least for 
now, supportive of a united front, The P1, OPA, 
APBA National Series is a perfect example 
of what can be done when cooperation and 
mutually aligned visions are at play. The APBA 
can bring UIM recognition for world records and 
world championships, plus the prestigious Hall 
of Champions and National High Points awards 
among other benefits. Racers, by and large, want 
these kinds of rewards to aim for, as a reason 
to undergo the sometimes-arduous efforts they 
endure during a long and taxing season.

As we build the significance of those and 
other aspects of a growing and unified sport, the 
differences should fade and the common bonds 
will certainly grow. There are some very strong, 
talented and passionate leaders in this sport, and 
my respect for them has grown immensely. When 
we all communicate, it’s encouraging how much 
commonality is demonstrated.

What are your three most immediate priorities 
as offshore racing commission chairman?
To borrow from the French—with a bit of poetic 
license: unity, safety and fraternity.

We have made some progress on unity 
already with one face-to-face meeting of all major 
parties in Seattle at the APBA Annual meeting, 

Luhrs Interview

With teams traveling to compete from 
as far away as Australia and Dubai, the 

Class ONE action from last year’s APBA 
Offshore Championship Series was superb. 
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and that was a huge first step. We have followed 
that up with a series of calls including one with all 
parties present again just last week.

On the safety front, Bob Wartinger, and 
George Linder, at my request, are currently 
reviewing and combining the UIM and Lavin 
Safety cockpit standards as well as a plethora 
of engineering and test data to create an 
up-to-date, state-of-the-art cockpit construction 
model for the ORC to consider. Perfection, of 
and by itself, is an impossible goal, but we must 
constantly aim for it where the health and 
well-being of our racing crews are concerned.

Finally, we come to fraternity. My phone has 
been burning up with texts and emails since I took 
this position two-and-a-half months ago. I have 
made it my business to communicate with any 
and every one who cares to reach out. Further, 
I have reconnected with many old friends and 
contacts in an effort to fast track my learning 
curve of current events. I am truly grateful for 
the cooperation that I have received from just 
about everybody in that regard. I will attend as 
many events as possible to show my face in 
demonstrating that my passion for the sport is 
undiminished from the days when I ended every 
video with the words “Wishing y’all good racing.”

I must also point out the cooperation and 
warm welcome I have received from wonderful 
folks like Curtis, “Smitty” and “Boomer” Smith of 
OPA and their staff; Michelle Petro, Martin Raby 
and Azam Rangoonwalla of P1 and their staff, 
Billy and June Mauff, Ryan Beckley, the Saris 
family, Gene Stephens (my right arm), George 
Linder, Bob Wartinger, Nigel Hook and Janet 
Wilson of Ocean Cup, Lucy Nicandri and all of 
the National Series Promoters’ group, the entire 
ORC, Rick Felsen, Larry Bleil, and, of course, 
the APBA team: Chris Fairchild, Fred 
Hauenstein, Becky Nichols, Cindy 
Minoletti and so many others. Without 
them this whole effort would have 
been DOA.

What are your three most important 
long-term priorities as offshore 
racing commission chairman?
Smitty said it best with a phrase he 
modified: “Make Offshore Great Again.”

Breaking that into three parts is 

not necessarily the correct number of priorities, 
but I do like the simplicity.

First, help to create a mutual “vision” of what 
the sport can and should be, and spread that 
goal to the consciousness of all the participants 
in a simple and clear manner. This shared vision 
should include making Offshore attractive, 
exciting and marketable, both as a sport and 
in crafting the development of personal “back 
stories.” We must present the drivers/throttlemen 
as the compelling and competitive individuals they 
are and who, for the first time, should outweigh 
the boats they are driving in the eyes of the 
fans. We need Dale Earnhardts, not anonymous 
turbine behemoths.

Second, work with the various groups to 
attract major sponsors. The sport deserves 
substantial sponsor investment. It features 
wonderful locations, high-speed action, and truly 
remarkable personalities. There are so many 
parts of the consumer dynamic that it touches, 
from beverages to travel to marine industry 
products, action and swim wear, sun products, 
credit cards, high-end autos and pickup trucks, 
RVs and so on. The challenge is to alert those 
who control the advertising budgets to the reality 
of our viewership numbers.

Third, stay the course. Don’t get distracted by 
the latest “shiny things” and contradictory options. 
Stay centered, sensible, disciplined and focused. 
Maximize opportunities, add value where 
available and cast off excess, or non-contributory 
ideas, obstacles, naysayers and tangents. Never 
lose sight of the fact that no single person can, 
nor should, carry this entire program. It’s all about 
teamwork and cooperation. In the end, I am 
simply one of many moving parts.

The future looks bright for the Super Stock class of outboard-powered cats.
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With its vibrant new HyperLux series, Cigarette Racing Team is refreshing its venerable brand.

During the 2017 Miami International Boat 
Show, Cigarette Racing Team owner 
Skip Braver called me into a small, 

discreet office in the Opa-locka, Fla., company’s 
expansive dockside display. He swore me to 
secrecy on penalty of death, and then opened 
a laptop to reveal digital renderings of what 
appeared to be a massive center console. 

“So what do you think?” he asked. “What 
do you think we should call it?”

“How about super console?” I responded.
Braver laughed and nodded.
“That’s not bad right out of the gate,” he said, 

and then handed me a swatch of Italian leather 

from the famed Poltrona Frau producer. “But 
we’re going to be using materials like this. 
So it needs to be more.”

In the end, Braver and company settled on 
a more-exotic named for the boat. Dubbed the 
59 Tirranna, it was unveiled two years later at 
the 2019 Miami event.

As with all new Cigarette models released 
under Braver’s leadership, the six-outboard-
engine 59-footer was a product of progression 
and evolution. In 2018, the company debuted its 
Cigarette-AMG Project ONE 515 sportboat at the 
Miami show. The 51-footer didn’t merely expand 
on the existing Cigarette 50 Marauder, it heralded 

words Matt Trulio  photos Cigarette Racing Team and Pete Boden
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a new age for the company in “the intelligent 
use of composite materials and proprietary 
construction techniques.” The 515 was lighter, 
stronger and faster, with 30 percent more running 
surface, than its 50 Marauder predecessor.

Those materials—Kevlar, carbon fiber and 
E-glass—and techniques were used extensively 
in the 59 Tirranna.

In short, the 51-foot sportboat and the 59-foot 
super console became the foundation for what 
Cigarette is calling its new HyperLux series. To 
build on that series, the company released the 
41 Nighthawk and 42 Auroris during the 2020 
Miami showcase. They share hull designs—with 
a few modifications Braver is keeping to himself—
with the 41 GT and 42 Huntress, but are built with 
many of the same materials and techniques as 
the 515 and 59 Tirranna.

Cigarette has separated its 38 Top Gun, 
41 SD, 42X, 50 Marauder, 39 GTS, 41 GTR 
Reserve, 42 GTO Reserve and 42 Huntress 
models into its “Heritage” family of V-bottom 
sportboats and center consoles. 

“The HyperLux series is an expansion and 
refresh of the Cigarette brand,” Braver said. 
“When we originally planned the 59 Tirranna, 
we started with a clean sheet of paper and 
developed new technologies for it, from the 

Though Cigarette Racing Team unveiled its HyperLux 
line that includes the 41 Nighthawk and 42 Auroris 
center consoles at the 2020 Miami International Boat 
Show, the Cigarette-AMG Project ONE 515 sportboat 
unveiled in 2018 (bottom) foreshadowed the series. 
During the Florida Powerboat Club poker run to Key 
Largo following the show, photographer Pete Boden 
captured the new boats together at Gilbert’s Resort.

Cigarette’s Next Chapter



materials we used to the way we built it. It was 
a Herculean feat. But we also knew that not 
everyone wants a 60-foot boat, especially at the 
price point. We knew how well the 41 GTR and 
42 Huntress ran, so we spent the time and effort 
reengineering them for the HyperLux line. It was 
an entirely new design review process.

“The Cigarette-AMG Project ONE 515 really 
was our first push and experimentation into using 
different materials such as carbon fiber and 
applying them in different ways. For the HyperLux 
series, we’re also doing different things with 
our stringer systems and transoms.”

Braver said that for the foreseeable future 
Cigarette will offer both its HyperLux and 
Heritage lines.

“We’re keeping them separate,” he said. “Not 
everybody likes the new stuff or wants the higher 
price points that come with it.

“As technology improves, we are able to 
do more with it,” he added. “We’re doing things 

with features such as digital switching that our 
competitors can’t do yet.”

Braver paused for a moment to take a breath. 
Then he smiled.

“It’s truly an exciting time at Cigarette Racing 
Team,” the proud owner said. 

A collection of go-fast boating luminaries, Cigarette’s 
Skip Braver (from left) posed at the Miami International 
Boat Show with former Mercury Racing president Fred 
Kiekhaefer, Skater Powerboats aficionado Ron Szolack 
and Erik Christiansen, who took over for Kiekhaefer 
at Mercury and now works with Braver at Cigarette.

Cigarette Racing Team’s new 42 Auroris 
center console is especially impressive.
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   Break free in the newest addition  
	 		to	the	Formula	Crossover	fleet,	 
   the Formula 380 Super Sport Crossover!

HERE COMES THE FORMULA 380 SUPER SPORT CROSSOVER, 
a new player in the arena that surpasses all others in its class! The 380 SSC 
continues Formula’s open-bow, full-cabin Crossover legacy, now six models 
strong, from the 330 CBR to the 430 SSC/ASC. 

The 380’s bloodline is evident in its SmartZone™ design that utilizes every 
square inch for a variety of entertainment possibilities. The single level deck 
offers a seamless transition to the bow from the full-width hardtop with top-
to-bottom windshield and exclusive sliding bow window. Triple command 
seating, two distinct lounge areas aft plus the outdoor kitchen bring the full 
Formula experience, from exhilarating ride to easy conversation. For relaxing 
at the sandbar or cove, head aft to the convertible rear-facing sun lounge and 
available hydraulic or stationary extended Water Sport swim platform with 
available platform entertainment table.

The 380 cabin provides a completely residential experience with convertible 
dinette/sleeping berth plus aft stateroom bed, stand-up head compartment 
and lower kitchen with sink and microwave. 

The 380 SSC incorporates FAS3Tech® multi-step hull technology with a molded 
structural grid to deliver the sure-footed performance that is a Formula  
hallmark. No other 38-foot full-cabin bowrider can boast a full-width  
cockpit experience with true overnight capabilities for four. Everything you 
want in performance and adventure awaits you in the Formula 380 Super 
Sport Crossover!

http://www.formulaboats.com


For four out of the past five years since 
the Miami International Boat Show has 
been held at Miami Marine Stadium on 

Virginia Key, speedonthewater.com has hosted an 
invitational Friday morning photo shoot for high-
performance powerboat builders. Challenging 
as it can be given everyone’s time constraints—
because every boat needs to back at the docks 
by 10 a.m. when the show opens—it’s worth the 
effort. Not only has speedonthewater.com chief 
photographer Pete Boden captured exclusive 
running shots of everything from the first Wright 
Performance Powerboats 420 catamaran and the 
one-of-a-kind Skater Powerboats 478 V-bottom 

to the Cigarette Racing Team 59 Tirranna super 
console and the Outerlimits Offshore Powerboats 
46-foot catamaran Jet, those images “feed” our 
annual Year In Review collectible print magazine.

In those four years—we couldn’t pull it off in 
2016 when the show first moved from the Miami 
Beach Convention Center to its current venue—
the builders involved have gone from, “OK, we’ll 
try to be out there” to “What time do we need 
to be out there Friday morning?” Among many 
go-fast powerboat builders, our annual photo 
shoot has become a much-desired happening.

That’s a function of results, and of course 
we credit those to Boden and helicopter pilot 

words Matt Trulio and Jason Johnson  l  photos Pete Boden

Pretty performers from a 39-foot center console from Deep Impact to  
a Wright Performance 420 catamaran took center stage during the annual  

speedonthewater.com invitational Miami Boat Show photo shoot in mid-February.

43
SPEED ON THE WATER



Deep Impact Custom Boats 399 Sport • pg 47

MTI 48 • pg 59

Jaguar Powerboats J43 • pg 56

Fountain Powerboats 34 Thunder Cat • pg 50

extraordinaire Paul Barth. Both excel at their jobs 
and waste no time getting them done, which is 
essential given the short window they have to get 
everything shot and back to the docks in an hour.

This year, the photo shoot fleet translated to 
13 boats from Deep Impact, Fountain Powerboats, 
Hustler Powerboats, Jaguar Powerboats, MTI, 
Mystic Powerboats, Outerlimits Offshore 
Powerboats, Skater Powerboats and Wright 
Performance. We’re pretty certain it’s the most 

boats we’ve ever had for a single hour-long 
photo session, and it just might be the coolest 
fleet of models for a shoot. And we’re including 
the countless Powerboat magazine test and 
photography sessions we participated in during 
the years we worked for the monthly publication 
before starting speedonthewater.com.

But you’ll be the judge of that. Now, enjoy 
the stars of the show, presented in part by our 
friends at Wozencraft Insurance. 

Hustler Powerboats 39 Shotgun • pg 53Hustler Powerboats 39 Shotgun • pg 53

MTI-V 57 • pg 62MTI-V 57 • pg 62

http://wozencraftinsurance.com
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It’s a good thing the first 39-foot luxury 
performance center console from Deep 
Impact Custom Boats powered by Mercury 

Racing 450R engines—four of them to be 
exact—was built to be a full-fledged showpiece 
because the boat that seemingly blends brawn 
and beauty has been in the spotlight since its 
debut at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat 
Show in late October.

Following the show in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
the company entered the wave-crushing 39-footer 
in the Florida Powerboat Club Key West Poker 
Run in November and then the center console 
served as one of the boats Deep Impact had 
on display and available for demo rides at the 
Miami International Boat Show in February.

After the boat show and the FPC Miami Boat 

Show Poker Run later in the week, the plan was 
to deliver the fully loaded 399 Sport to a Puerto 
Rican customer who put a deposit on it not long 
after the Key West Poker Run, where it earned 
the event’s Best Lighting Award. That person 
didn’t follow through on the order though so the 
demo boat, which had LED lighting throughout 
including a rubrail with a color-changing LED 
strip installed in the middle of it, was back on the 
market as of the end of February.

Around the same time, the company was 
wrapping up its second 39-footer with quad 450R 
engines for a customer in Miami who wanted the 
team at Deep Impact to set up the boat with top 
speed in mind without surrendering the high-end 
electronics, massive stereo and other gadgets 
and amenities such as an anchor windlass, bow 

Deep Impact Custom Boats 399 Sport

Powered by quad Mercury Racing 450R engines, the new offshore-worthy  
Deep Impact 399 Sport is a complete bombshell.



thruster, air conditioning, functional cabin 
and more. According to Deep Impact’s 
Tim Gallagher, he expects the boat to run 
90 mph, which is a couple of mph faster 
than the sensational blue and gray model 
that was invited to be part of the annual 
speedonthewater.com Miami Boat Show 
photo shoot.

“We put STR X-Act brackets on the 
second 450-powered 399 so we can raise 
the engines and we’re testing some different 
propellers, including Mercury’s lab-finished 
MAX5 propellers,” Gallagher said. “The 
challenge in chasing more top speed is 
making sure the boat’s attitude and 
handling manners aren’t sacrificed because, 
realistically, the owner isn’t going to be 
running the boat with just two people light 
on fuel very often. Most of the time it’s going 
to be a full tank, a dozen or more friends 
and the additional weight from coolers and 
other gear It’s all about finding the right 
setup to give someone the performance 
they’re after and also give them a boat that 
is really a great bowrider.”

A lighthearted comment no doubt, but in 
a way Gallagher is right as Deep Impact’s 
399 Sport, and any center console for that 
matter, is a bowrider in the general sense. 
In this case though, the stylish 39-footer is a 
bowrider more than capable of conquering 
the most challenging offshore conditions in 
a dry, safe and comfortable manner. 

Powered by quad Mercury Racing 450R engines 
painted to match, Deep Impact’s 399 Sport demo 
model is the first performance center console that 
the company built with a gray gelcoat base, which 
was highlighted by black and blue paint accents.



https://www.facebook.com/GrantsCustomRigging/


Out of all the boats that took part 
in the annual speedonthewater.com 
Miami Boat Show photo shoot, the 

Fountain Powerboats 34 Thunder Cat with twin 
Mercury Racing 450R outboard engines was the 
only one we’d taken a ride in prior to the show. 
We’d been in models from the other builders 
similar to those that Pete Boden photographed 
from the Hughes 500 aircraft piloted by Paul 
Barth of Camera Copters Inc., but not the exact 
boat that was out on the water Friday morning 
before the show opened.

Two months before the boat show, we got a 
chance to check out the all-new 34 Thunder Cat, 

which replaces the company’s original 32-foot 
sport cat, during a visit to the boatbuilder’s factory 
in Washington, N.C. With Fountain’s Billy Moore 
at the helm—he also drove the boat for photos in 
Miami—we spent time in the new-and-improved 
catamaran on the Pamlico River, and we were 
very much impressed.

Between our cool-weather evaluation of the 
boat in North Carolina and the time it arrived in 
Miami for its featured role at the Mercury Racing 
demo docks in front of Miami Marine Stadium, 
the team at Fountain Powerboats had given the 
vibrant red rocket a little facelift by painting some 
additional black stripes on the deck and hullsides.

Fountain Powerboats 34 Thunder Cat

With seating for seven, an eye-catching appearance and a pair of Mercury Racing 450R 
engines, the new 34 Thunder Cat from Fountain is a real knockout.



The extra graphics complemented the boat’s 
finely crafted upholstery and CNC-cut flooring 
nicely. After the sporty performance and handling 
characteristics displayed by the 34-footer, our 
favorite part of the boat was the seating for 
seven, which included two rows of two bucket 
seats and a three-position bench seat that were 
all well protected by the wraparound windshield. 
Its gauge-free helm station with a large Garmin 
GPS unit supplying all the necessary information 
to the driver and Mercury Racing DTS controls 
mounted in the center console between the front 
seats were ideal for the boat, as was its top-notch 
JL Audio sound system.

During the show, Moore and Big Thunder 
Marine’s Ed Champion spent most of their time 
each day handling demo rides in the 34 Thunder 

Cat, which starts at a little more than $300,000 
with twin Mercury Racing 300R outboard engines 
and came with an enticing $385,000 price tag 
with the 450R setup and a few other options.

Although he wasn’t trying to best the 133-mph 
top speed he’d seen on the Pamlico River 
while he was taking people for rides on Miami’s 
Biscayne Bay, Moore said the demos got a lot 
of people interested in the boat. When you 
factor in that ride quality and fun factor with 
solid workmanship and unquestionable curb 
appeal, it’s easy to see why. 

Available for rides from the Mercury Racing demo docks 
at the Miami International Boat Show, the new-for-2020 
34 Thunder Cat from Washington, N.C.-based Fountain 
Powerboats is a welcome and worthy addition to the 
outboard engine-powered sport catamaran segment.



https://www.dekkerwebsolutions.com/


Staying true to its offshore V-bottom 
roots, values and expertise, the team at 
Hustler Powerboats in Calverton, N.Y., 

proudly showed off its latest 39 Shotgun powered 
by three Mercury Racing 450R engines at the 
Miami International Boat Show. The same boat 
that featured Mercury Racing Verado 400R 
engines at the 2018 show on Miami’s Virginia 
Key was updated with the extra horsepower 
thanks to Mercury’s new supercharged, 4.6-litre 
V-8 outboard and a couple of other changes, 
including hydraulic-powered reclining rear seats.

“The 39 Shotgun is an important model for us,” 
said Hustler’s Paul LoGiudice, who received a lot 
of positive feedback during the show about the 
boat and its new twin-engine 29 Shotgun sibling 
that made its debut in Miami. “We feel like it’s a 
great boat to carry us into the outboard market 
without changing what makes a Hustler a Hustler 

and what makes high-performance boating what 
we all know and love. With the outboards on the 
39, it really opens up the cockpit for entertaining, 
extra storage and more. At the same time, we 
didn’t have to abandon the stand-up, go-fast 
boat with all of the amenities and the cabin for 
overnighting. It’s a best-of-both-worlds boat.

“We haven’t had the opportunity to run it all 
out with the 450s since the show,” he continued, 
adding that the boat easily tops 100 mph with the 
400R engines. “We’re anxious to do so and we 
expect the top speed to be very respectable.”

With an overall length of 39 feet, 11 inches 
and an 8-foot 7-inch beam, the 9,500-pound 
stepped V-bottom does everything right, 
according to LoGiudice. We have no reason 
to doubt him after seeing the pictures of company 
president Joe LoGiudice driving the boat, which 
has a 260-gallon fuel capacity, for the annual 

Hustler Powerboats 39 Shotgun

With seating for 10, a full cabin and three Mercury Racing 450R outboard engines  
providing the power, Hustler’s 39-foot beauty is in a class of its own.



speedonthewater.com Miami Boat 
Show photo shoot. Not to mention the track 
record of the company’s sterndrive-powered 
39-foot sportboats.

From our perspective, the wide-open 
cockpit design with seating for up to 
10 people was one of the 39 Shotgun’s 
key selling points, as was the plush tan 
and beige interior that complemented the 
boat’s deep red paintjob well. Along with 
the aforementioned rear bench seats that 
recline into lounges, the cockpit also had an 
upgraded sound system with JL Audio and 
Fusion equipment, several cupholders—
including two in the driver and copilot bolster 
seats—in-floor storage, multicolored LED 
lighting, and a freshwater sink, cooler and 
even a humidor behind the copilot seat.

Air conditioning, teak flooring, a Vacuflush 
head and ultraleather upholstery rounded 
out the boat’s first-class amenities in the 
cabin, which has a headroom height of 
5 feet 4 inches.

The fit and finish was up to Hustler’s 
typical level of excellence. We have no 
doubt whoever ends up with the 39 Shotgun 
is going to be one happy customer. 

With Rolf Papke of New Jersey’s Protechnologies, 
a Hustler Powerboats dealership, by his side in 
Miami, Hustler president Joe LoGiudice drove the 
company’s sporty 39 Shotgun powered by triple 
Mercury Racing 450R engines for the photo shoot.



https://fjprop.com
http://tntcustommarine.com


Well before its debut at the Miami 
International Boat Show in February, 
John Clarke—the president of Jaguar 

Powerboats, the High Point, N.C.-based company 
that was founded by his father, celebrated APBA 
offshore racer Jack Clarke—had a good feeling 
that Jaguar Powerboats’ first 43-foot center 
console-style catamaran was going to be a hit. 
And he was right.

Surely the twin 627-hp Seven Marine engines 
on the transom helped draw attention to the first 
J43 model at the docks in front of Miami Marine 
Stadium on Virginia Key, but it was the response 
to many demo rides Clarke and his team provided 
that quickly convinced him the custom-built boat 
that draws upon a robust racing heritage while 
delivering a stable and fuel-efficient ride at any 
speed was going to be well accepted.

“The reaction in Miami was remarkable and 
overwhelmingly positive,” said Clarke, a retired 
SWAT police officer who took over his father’s 
business in 2011. “I heard from many people 
during the show who knew about Jaguar’s history 
and were excited to see our new boat at the 
docks. That was great for us since we’re hoping 
this boat can help us re-introduce Jaguar to the 
American market. Many of the boats we’ve built 
over the past decade went to customers overseas 
so our focus has been elsewhere.”

Jaguar’s boats, which range from 27 feet to 
47 feet in length, have almost exclusively been 
built as sport fishing vessels, although Clarke 
said he’s customized models of different sizes to 
be dive boats, yacht tenders, search and rescue 
tactical vessels and more. And while Jaguar 
hasn’t built a raceboat in more than two decades, 

Jaguar Powerboats J43

The twin outboard-powered, center-console-style catamaran from Jaguar Powerboats 
is likely to appeal to plenty of buyers, especially considering the customization options.



the 4,300-pound J43 is based off the company’s 
successful US-1-winning hull design.

“Our goal was not to build a full-on raceboat,” 
Clarke explained. “While some customers will no 
doubt take advantage of the J43’s unprecedented 
speed whether that’s with Seven Marine engines 
or other power from Mercury Racing or Mercury 
Marine, it is first and foremost a safe boat that 
slices through rough seas and carves through 
turns like it’s on rails.”

Clarke, who said the 9-foot 4-inch-wide boat 
with twin 627-hp engines reached 100 mph, 
added that the J43 is a testament to excellent 
hydrodynamic design with steps engineered 
to generate massive lift to decrease its wetted 
40-foot running surface and resultant friction. 
Complimentary to this, centerline pads draw air 
up under the hulls to maximize speed without 
sacrificing stability or maneuverability.

Clarke explained that the sponsons of the J43 

were designed like a raceboat’s with a precise 
anti-stuffing angle that stops the boat from nose-
diving at high speed in rough seas. When a large 
wave is encountered, he said the hull rides up 
and over on the front of the aerodynamic tunnel. 
And if water does get into the boat, it’s self-bailing.

Similar to the clean all-white paintjob and 
upholstery design, Jaguar kept the electronics 
and navigation equipment simple in the boat 
show model. Clarke said the electronics, engines, 
graphics, interior layout and more is 100-percent 
customizable.

“I like to tell people from the waterline down 
it’s a raceboat and from the waterline up it’s 
whatever you want,” Clarke concluded. 

Based on a world championship-winning raceboat hull, 
the first Jaguar Powerboats 43-foot catamaran, which is 
only 4,300 pounds, was extremely quick and fast thanks 
to the twin supercharged 627-hp Seven Marine engines 
mounted on the transom of the 9-foot, 4-inch-wide boat.
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If you have a prop, we are your shop!
With over 75 years of experience, we service and store all types of craft. We Are Ocean County’s  

Newest Authorized Mercury Racing Dealer and Authorized Mercury Service Facility as well as  
the Northeast Exclusive Dealer for Mystic Powerboats and Myco Trailers.

Indoor/Outdoor Storage • Custom Rigging Services • Complete Engine Packages 
Pontoon Boat Rentals • Custom Interiors • Custom Paint Graphics • 35 & 50 Ton Travel Lifts

Boat Transportation • Complete Concierge Services

120 Kettle Creek Road, Toms River, NJ 08753

732.255.6154 I www.teammarineunlimited.com

https://www.teammarineunlimited.com


Because this was not Texas 
performance boater John Caldwell’s 
first rodeo with MTI—he’s ordered 

40- and a 43-foot cats from the builder in the 
past—he wasn’t afraid to provide his input on 
the new 48-foot catamaran powered by twin 
turbocharged dual-fuel 1350/1100 engines from 
Mercury Racing that he took delivery of following 
its debut at the Miami International Boat Show in 
February. At the same time, he also wasn’t afraid 
to let the talented team at the Wentzville, Mo., 
company put its creative touches on everything 
from the paintjob to the interior.

“That’s what those guys are good at—that’s 
their specialty—so why wouldn’t I want their 
input?” asked Caldwell, who owns J Caldwell 
Custom Pools in Fort Worth. “This is my third 

new build with MTI and my first 48. I can’t say 
enough good things about MTI owner Randy 
Scism and the team he has so eloquently 
constructed at MTI. The entire crew tries so hard. 
I mean whatever you want to do, they’re going to 
listen to you and do their best to accomplish it. 
I’ve asked them to do many one-off things and 
I honestly can’t remember when they have said 
no to my request.”

His new boat, which he calls Never Stops, is 
a great example of that as Caldwell asked Scism 
about modifying the cockpit seating arrangement 
to offer more wind protection for passengers in 
the rear seats. Caldwell’s idea was to move the 
two middle rear seats forward directly behind the 
driver and copilot seats to take better advantage 
of the windshield.

MTI 48

The company’s flagship catamaran model, the latest 48-foot MTI 
includes an updated arrangement to its eight-seat cockpit, 

a first-of-its-kind interior and even a cool cover access panel.



“When I presented the idea to Randy he said 
he didn’t know if it would work, but that he’d give 
it a shot,” Caldwell said. “It actually ended up 
working great, plus we gained some space to 
include a chilled cooler behind the two seats and 
access steps into the cockpit between the center 
seats and the two outside seats. I rode back there 
and so did Randy at one point, and the wind 
protection was great. I’m happy we made the 
change and I’m pretty sure MTI is going to offer 
the arrangement moving forward.”

Another suggestion Caldwell made was to 
try a new fabric MTI had yet to use for the black 
with white stripes upholstery in the cockpit. He 
said the “kind of braided upholstery material” is 
the same fabric that came with his MasterCraft 
ski boat, and that he’s happy with the way it was 
installed in his new 48-foot cat. He’s also very 
happy with another idea he asked MTI if they 

could accomplish, which was to sew in a zippered 
access panel in the cover so when the cover is 
installed, you can unzip the panel and still get into 
the cockpit to grab a phone or something else 
without having to undo the entire cover.

“I’m so happy with how the boat came out—
it has a lot of detail yet it’s kind of simple in the 
design and color scheme,” said Caldwell, who 
opted for a MYCO Trailer to haul the boat. “I love 
the 48; the boat runs unbelievably well. Every 
one of the MTIs I have owned run really good, 
but the 48—with the wider tunnel and longer 
running surface—is very responsive and handles 
big water with ease.” 

Although he’s owned other MTI catamaran models 
in the past, Texas performance boater John Caldwell 
called his new 48-footer powered by a pair of dual-fuel 
1550/1350 Mercury Racing engines very responsive and 
the best one he’s had for handling big water with ease.



http://livorsi.com


No matter how many MTI-V 57 luxury 
performance center consoles we see—
the latest model that was on display 

at the Miami International Boat Show was hull 
number six—we’re still blown away by the sheer 
size of the Wentzville, Mo., boatbuilder’s largest 
model in its extensive lineup.

Our reaction was the same in February upon 
approaching the MTI display at the end of the 
docks in front of Miami Marine Stadium. The 
speedonthewater.com team headed to the booth 
on opening day of the show for an afternoon 
press event announcing the company’s new 
MTI-V 50 center console, which fits perfectly 
between the 42-footer and 57-footer, and of 
course we couldn’t get enough of the gorgeous 
new 57—the first one to be powered with five 
outboard engines, five Mercury Racing 450Rs 

to be specific—with the view of downtown Miami 
in the distance.

The same could be said for the new boat’s 
owner, Illinois performance boater Scott 
Rosenbach, who purchased the 57-footer from 
Performance Boat Center in Osage Beach, Mo., 
the same dealership that has sold him several 
boats, including the 48-foot MTI catamaran 
he still owns that PBC updated last year with 
Mercury Racing 1550/1350 engines, new rigging, 
new interior and more.

Following the show, Rosenbach was able to 
enjoy his new ride during the Florida Powerboat 
Club’s Miami Boat Show Poker Run with some 
of the PBC crew and several of his friends and 
family members. In addition, he brought his 
48 MTI out for the club’s 25th annual event and 
because of that he ended up having the biggest 

MTI-V 57

The MTI-V 57 is one massively impressive machine—and the 
first one with five engines proves that even more.



crew at the poker run, which he also ended up 
winning with the best hand. That couldn’t have 
happened to a nicer guy, and you can take our 
word for it as we rode with him in his cat during 
PBC’s Fall Fun Run back in October.

“I love my cat, especially with all of the 
updates the team at Performance Boat Center 
did to basically make it a new boat, but the 57 is 
on a different level,” said Rosenbach, who also 
got to use his center console for the mid-March 
MTI Owners Fun Run in the Florida Keys. “The 
boat has a place for anything you can think of, 
you can take pretty much however many people 
you want with you, and the thing rides so nice. 
The boat is just badass, especially with the five 
450s. It crushes anything in its way, it jumps right 
up on plane and it’s surprisingly easy to handle.

“I’m glad we decided to go with five engines,” 
he added. “When I ordered the boat, I asked 
Randy (Scism, owner and found of MTI) if we 
could do five engines and he said ‘I don’t see 
why not,’ and they made it happen. We ordered 
it early enough to make that request and be able 
to pick out the interior, the electronics and all that. 
Along with the three GPS screens in the dash, 

we added one above the windshield so people 
behind could see what was going on and another 
up in the bow for the passengers up front. The 
coolest thing is we can watch TV, play music or 
stream whatever we want on any of the screens.”

Rosenbach said the cat is back at Lake of the 
Ozarks and that he’s going to keep the center 
console at MTI’s South Florida service center 
inside Miami’s Haulover Marine Center. Well, 
unless he decides to bring it up to Missouri for 
the Lake of the Ozarks Shootout in August.

“I told Scott it should run over 70 mph with 
the five 450s, and the first time in the water we 
got 76.3 mph,” Scism said. “There’s more left, we 
just haven’t had time to play around with it. We’re 
extremely happy with how his boat turned out. 
It’s very sporty for its size.” 

Powered by five Mercury Racing 450R engines, the latest 
57-foot luxury performance center console from MTI has 
a gorgeous interior and high-end electronics throughout.



http://www.worldsbestboatcover.com/


For go-fast boat buyers of desire and 
means, nothing but the biggest power for 
new builds—or repower for models they 

already own—will do. And power to them, so to 
speak. There’s nothing wrong with that.

But there’s also an entire segment of high-
performance performance-boat buyers who 
simply want power that suits their fundamental 
needs. Though it surely can be and often is, that 
approach to ordering a new boat isn’t necessarily 
budget-driven. It could be that less power simply 
makes sense for the buyer in question.

Case in point is the Mystic Powerboats 
M3800 luxury performance center console that 
the DeLand, Fla., company displayed at its 

Miami International Boat Show docks. Ordered 
by Marine Unlimited, Mystic’s dealer in the 
Northeast, the 38-footer was equipped with 
triple Mercury Racing 300R outboard engines, 
the least-powerful and only naturally aspirated 
outboard offered by the Fond du Lac, Wis., 
company. Of course, the boat can be ordered 
with triple Mercury Racing 450R outboard 
engines, but the 300-hp V-8 outboards still 
deliver plenty of performance for the boat.

“This is the second one we’ve built with triple 
300s,” said John Cosker, the owner and founder 
of the DeLand, Fla., company. “To be honest, the 
way it jumps on plane and runs to 40 or 50 mph 
isn’t that far behind what the boat does with 450s. 

Mystic Powerboats M3800

Powered by triple Mercury Racing 300R engines, the Mystic Powerboats 
M3800 makes perfect sense.



And it still runs just a little more than 70 mph.
“How fast people want to go typically dictates 

what they choose for power, and it’s great that 
Mercury Racing has three options for center 
consoles in its outboard line.”

For buyers in search of more conservatively 
tuned power from Mercury Marine, the M3800 
also is offered with Verado 400 and 350 
packages.

Cosker also described the M3800—with 
any power package—as better-suited to certain 
waterways where owners will spend most of their 
time running than its larger M4200 sibling.

“In some areas we’re selling into, the 42-footer 
is a little overkill,” he said, then chuckled. “The 
M3800 is fantastic for lakes and bays. Owners 
on those waterways may also have dock-space 
and lift limitations where the 38-footer works 

better. And for those who take their boats to other 
locations, the 38 is a little easier to haul.”

Despite its relatively tame propulsion package, 
the M3800 at the Miami event—hull No. 15—was 
loaded with nearly every option available. Features 
included a pair of 17-inch Garmin GPS units, a 
Seakeeper gyroscopic stabilization system, a bow 
thruster, air conditioning, power windless, tri-color 
SeaDek flooring and much more.

Said Cosker, “The M3800 with triple 300Rs 
really is a great package. This is our second 
one and we think we’ll see a lot more orders 
for them.” 

The 15th M3800 luxury performance center console was 
the second one built by Mystic Powerboats with triple 
Mercury Racing 300R engines, which John Cosker, the 
founder of the DeLand, Fla. builder, said is an excellent 
power package for the 38-foot wave-crushing beauty.
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With its previous M4200 luxury 
performance center console “demo 
boat,” John Cosker and the crew at 

Mystic Powerboats in DeLand, Fla., went mild 
with quad Mercury Marine Verado 350 outboard 
engines. With that propulsion package, the 
42-footer topped out at respectable 78 mph.

This time around, Cosker and company 
decided to up its demo/flagship-boat ante with 
a 42-footer—hull No. 47—powered by four 
Mercury Racing 450R outboard engines. And 
with that propulsion package, the boat runs 
in the mid-80-mph range.

“I think it’s the best-running 42 we’ve ever 
built,” Cosker said. “It’s a fantastic package. Ryan 
Zvitski (Mystic’s production manager) just ran it 
the other day and said, ‘It does everything right.’”

Because Mystic owns the boat, the company 
is trying out some new options on it such as a 
SureShade power-Bimini-top extension. The 
team at Mystic also equipped the 42-footer with 
a “proprietary” stereo system from JL Audio, a 
Seakeeper gyroscope stabilization system, an 
integrated cockpit and underwater lighting system 
from Lumitec, and more.

The point of a factory demo boat is, of course, 

Mystic Powerboats M4200

An exquisite Mystic Powerboats M4200 center console in Miami 
showcased the company’s formidable capabilities.



taking it on the road. (Using customer boats for 
such duty is a sometimes necessary but imperfect 
solution.) To that end, Cosker has a busy 2020 
schedule set up for the M4200. After its go-fast 
boating event debut in mid-May at the Jacksonville 
River Rally and Poker Run in Northwest Florida—
Mystic is one of the happening’s in-water 
sponsors—the boat is going to head to the Florida 
Powerboat Club’s Bahamas run—Mystic is an 
FPC series sponsor—followed by the 1,000 
Islands Charity Poker Run in Clayton, N.Y., and 
the Boyne Thunder Poker Run in Boyne City, 
Mich. Last but far from least on its tour of duty, the 
M4200 will be on display during the late-August 
Lake of the Ozarks Shootout and Super Cat Fest 
events in Central Missouri.

But the boat’s real-world showcase—and true 
acid-test—will happen in the Northeast during 
the Cosker family’s summer vacation ahead of its 
Shootout and Super Cat Fest appearance.

“We’re going to spend a week in Cape Cod 
with it,” Cosker said. “And from there we’re going 
to take it to Connecticut before the boat goes to 
Lake of the Ozarks.”

No one is harder on Mystic models than 
Cosker—he really is his harshest critic. But with 
the decked-out M4200 the company showcased 
in Miami, we’re confident he’ll be more than happy 
with his demo model. But best of all?

Following the Lake of the Ozarks Shootout, 
the 42-footer will be for sale. 

Featuring an incredibly detailed interior and paintjob, 
along with four Mercury Racing 450R engines mounted 
on the transom, Mystic Powerboats’ newest factory 
demo model—the boatbuilder’s 47th M4200 luxury 
performance center console—was on display at the 
Miami International Boat Show in February and is 
going to be on the road for much of the summer 
thanks to an ambitious schedule mapped out by 
John Cosker, the principal of the Florida company. 
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Hired for his work ethic as well as 
his enthusiasm by Outerlimits Offshore 
Powerboats founder Mike Fiore, Dan 

Kleitz, the Bristol, R.I., company’s sales manager 
lives and breathes the brand. We’ve known and 
loved him for years, so we expect him to say 
hyperbolic things such as, “Our new SC 46 was 
the most photographed boat of the 2020 Miami 
Boat Show.” Kleitz is unapologetically proud 
of and admittedly biased toward the only brand 
he’s ever represented in the high-performance 
marine world.

But in the case of the SC 46 showcased 
during the Miami event, he also happened to 
be dead-right.

In four days the boat sat at the docks in front 
of the show’s Miami Marine Stadium venue on 
Virginia Key, there was a flood of smart phones 
being pointed at the canopied 46-footer decked 
out in an insanely detailed, high-concept Stephen 
Miles Design paintjob to match its insanely 
detailed interior with laser-etched Alcantara. 
Phones in hand, the tide of gawkers around 
the custom-built beauty never receded.

Far-fetched as this might sound, the dual-
calibration Mercury Racing 1550/1350 engine-
powered catamaran called Hurry Up is a true 
family boat. Jason and Laurie Moe, the cat’s 
Washington-based owners, take their children, 
Katelin and Colton, with them everywhere they go 

Outerlimits Offshore Powerboats SC 46

The newest Outerlimits SC 46 catamaran—arguably of course—stole the show.



(schedules allowing) during the boating season. 
Both kids are extremely competent deckhands 
and—like their parents—uncommonly gracious 
hosts. And both have their Washington State 
Boater Education Cards.

This year, the Moe family-boating schedule 
will include the Boyne Thunder Poker Run in 
Michigan, the Erie Poker Run in Pennsylvania, 
the Key West Poker Run in Florida and more.

Veteran offshore racer and Outerlimits 
catamaran program consultant Steve Curtis 
came to the Miami event to familiarize the owners 
with their new ride, which is expected to run well 
north of 180 mph. (Outerlimits brought Curtis 
in to do likewise with Burton and Yvette Kirsten 
in 2019 when they took delivery of Jet, another 
canopied SC 46 cat.) While Laurie and Colton—
Katelin was out of the country and didn’t make it 
to the show—got some seat-time, Jason never 
made it behind the wheel. But between now 
and the time he takes delivery of the boat from 

Offshore Marine Services—Curtis’ Orlando-based 
shop where the boat currently is being tweaked 
and housed—he’ll have 20 hours of behind-the-
wheel instruction from the famed offshore racer.

“On Sunday in Miami I was out in the boat 
with Steve,” he said. “We were running 140 mph 
in these bumpy three- to five-footers with cruiser 
wakes and all, and I nailed him across the chest 
and said, ‘Let’s see what it can do?’ He said, ‘Are 
you sure?’ I said yeah and we ended up going 
163 mph across that stuff. The boat works so well. 
I couldn’t be happier with it. Not with me driving, 
but we are hoping to see a top speed of 196 mph.

“Words can’t express it,” he continued. “I 
couldn’t find one flaw in the boat. The new regime 
at Outerlimits is phenomenal.” 

Featuring twin Mercury Racing 1550/1350 engines and an 
extremely detailed paintjob from Stephen Miles Design 
in Kentucky, Jason and Laurie Moe’s stunning canopied 
46-foot catamaran from Outerlimits Offshore Powerboats 
in Rhode Island was one of the coolest boats at the show.
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Having been around the block a few 
times with big marine-engine power 
reliability and cost of ownership were 

at the forefront of Texan Cass Shewbart’s 
thinking when he ordered his Outerlimits Offshore 
Powerboats SL 44 sportboat. To that end, 
Shewbart chose a pair of Mercury Racing 860 
engines to power his Stephen Miles Design-painted 
44-footer. Not only are the 860-hp engines the 
least powerful offering in the Fond du Lac, Wis., 
company’s quad-cam four-valve engine series, 
they’re naturally aspirated. All of the other engines 
in the QC4v line are turbocharged.

Until he arrived in Miami for the boat show, 
Shewbart had not seen his new ride in person. 
He wasn’t the only one impressed with the build. 

In fact, the SL 44 dubbed Liquid Prozac stole the 
show for many observers, particularly fans of 
high-performance offshore V-bottom wave-tamers, 
before the event closed Monday evening.

But Shewbart was long gone before the last 
person straggled off the docks in front of Miami 
Marine Stadium on Virginia Key. With a couple 
of friends on board, he departed Miami early 
in the day and headed to Key West for a night. 
Shewbart and company returned the following 
afternoon, and he was more than happy with 
his choice of boat and power. Any suggestions 
that the boat was “underpowered”—and thanks 
to social media people were generous with 
comments to that effect—had been dispelled 
during its first sea trial in Bristol, where it reached 

Outerlimits Offshore Powerboats SL 44

With his new Outerlimits SL 44, owner Cass Shewbart proved there’s 
nothing wrong—and a whole lot right—with choosing mild power.



an impressive 122 mph. Still, in the blast to 
Key West and back he proved it to himself.

“It runs, rides and handles great,” Shewbart 
said. “And it was a bit sporty coming back 
from Key West.

“I think this new 860 setup is ideal,” he 
continued. “It has plenty of power and the 
drive is a proven No. 6. This may actually 
bring performance boaters back to the market. 
I can’t tell you how many guys have told me 
they went to center consoles because of the 
maintenance expense on the Mercury Racing 
turbo motors.”

For Dan Kleitz, Jason Amaral and the rest of 

the crew at Outerlimits in Bristol, R.I., Shewbart’s 
power move proved rewarding and validating.

“The real beauty of this power package is the 
two-year warranty, the ability to run on 89-octane 
fuel and the potential for 300 to 500 hours of 
trouble-free boating,” Kleitz said. “The 860 
package in my opinion is a home run for our 
SV 43 or SL 44. Anyone who doesn’t like the 
860s are putting them in the wrong boats.” 

Decked out with high-end electronics, a plush interior, 
a clean Stephen Miles Design paintjob and a pair of 
Mercury Racing’s 860-hp naturally aspirated quad-cam 
four-valve engines, Cass Shewbart’s new Outerlimits 
Offshore Powerboats SL 44 was a pleasure to drive.
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If anyone had a better time at the 2020 
Miami International Boat Show than Sam 
Jirik, we’re not aware of it. Not only did the 

longtime performance-boat owner take delivery 
of a new Skater Powerboats 368 catamaran 
powered by twin Mercury Racing 450R outboard 
engines—the first Skater to be equipped with the 
supercharged V-8s—the dentist from Arkansas 
got to run it for an aerial photo shoot with Skater 
founder Peter Hledin behind the wheel.

Rigged by TNT Custom Marine in Miami, 
the 36-footer was dialed in at Lake X, Mercury 
Racing’s famed testing and setup facility in 
St. Cloud, Fla., before it arrived at the show.

“I was able to cross two bucket-list items of 
my list,” said Jirik, who ran the boat in the Florida 
Powerboat Club Miami Boat Show Poker Run 
to Key Largo the weekend after the show closed. 
“I had a boat dialed in at Lake X and I ran it with 
Peter Hledin.”

Before the show, TNT Custom Marine’s 
John Tomlinson ran the 36-foot cat to 115 mph 
in its first sea trial. With a bit more setup work 
including taller propellers, Tomlinson expects 
the boat to reach 120 mph. But what Jirik 
appreciates most about the cat so far, as he 
learned firsthand during the poker run to Key 
Largo, is its rough-water ride.

Skater Powerboats 368

The first Skater Powerboats 368 to be equipped with Mercury Racing 450R outboard power 
thrilled everyone—including company principal Peter Hledin, who took it for a ride in Miami.



“We were out in four-footers with a 22-mph 
crosswind running 93 mph and it felt like 
nothing—the boat is a 10,” he said. “It’s a very 
big boat and it just runs right on top of all of it.”

Though Skater built the 368 and mounted 
its outboards at its Douglas, Mich., home and 
Appearance Products in nearby Grand Rapids 
handled the cat’s interior, TNT tackled the 
remainder of the rigging details. Electronics 
Unlimited of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., supplied 
all of the electronics for the cat from its JL Audio 
stereo system to its multiple Garmin GPS units 
and C-Zone setup for TNT to install. Jason 
Ventura of Brand X Hi-Performance Marine 
in Pompano Beach, Fla., created “water ramps” 
in the boat’s hull, according to Jirik, to help 
the outboards maintain an ideal 22-psi water 
pressure. In turn, that enabled TNT to raise the 
lower-unit height for the 450Rs.

Though Jirik enjoyed his trip to and from Key 
Largo with the Florida Powerboat Club fleet—it 
proved to be a fun and useful shakedown-
cruise for the 36-footer, which currently is back 
at Brand X for a bit more detail work—his best 
moment so far in the all-white cat happened 
with its creator during the annual invitational 
speedonthewater.com Miami Boat Show photo 
shoot on Friday morning before the show opens.

“We didn’t light the world on fire, but we had 
a good run and a great time,” Jirik said. “Pete 
is such a modest, humble guy and I think he 
really enjoyed himself. At first he didn’t want 
to drive. But once he got behind the wheel and 
we started going, he had this big smile on his 
face. That was pretty special for me.” 

Arkansas performance boater Sam Jirik, who enlisted 
TNT Custom Marine in North Miami to rig the 368 with 
its twin Mercury Racing 450R engines and Appearance 
Products in Grand Rapids, Mich., to handle its interior, 
enjoyed a few special days at the boat show in Miami.
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This February in Miami, Yves Belanger 
joined a rather exclusive club. The owner 
of Gibson Trucks in Orlando, Fla., 

Belanger took delivery of the fourth Skater 
Powerboats 438 catamaran built by the Douglas, 
Mich., company. Though every Skater fan has a 
favorite model, the 438 certainly has to be part of 
the discussion when it comes to the coolest cat 
Peter Hledin and company have ever offered.

A four-member club where admission requires 
ownership of a $1 million-plus custom-built high-
performance catamaran? Exclusive club indeed.

Yet big deal as it is, the 43-footer dubbed 
G-Force is not the biggest Skater that Belanger, 
who lives in Orlando but has a second home in 
Miami, has ever owned. A few years back, he 
bought a 46-footer from Skater wheeler-dealer 
Ron Szolack. The boat, called Avatar, was hard 
to miss.

But the 438 is Belanger’s first new build with 
the company. It is powered by dual-calibration 
Mercury Racing 1550/1350 engines with M8 
drives and boasts an interior—an absolute 
stunner—from Jamie Borg of Cutting Edge 
Interiors in Punta Gorda, Fla.

“The build went very, very well,” Belanger said. 
“Tony (Cutsuries) at Skater did a fantastic job 
staying in contact with us the whole time. Jamie 
Borg did a phenomenal job with the interior. 
My wife and I actually went to his shop to try 
out the seating.”

John Tomlinson of TNT Custom Marine, 
the Miami-based facility where Belanger will 
keep his catamaran, delivered the 43-footer to 
the show. Along the way, he ran it to 160-plus 
mph, as Belanger did a few days later after the 
annual speedonthewater.com Miami Boat Show 
photo shoot. Tomlinson said the boat likely will 

Skater Powerboats 438

With its latest 43-foot catamaran, the team at Skater Powerboats simply outdid itself.



Yves and Kyra Belanger were thrilled with how amazing their new Skater 438 
catamaran powered by Mercury Racing 1550/1350 engines came together. 
Everything was top notch, from the interior handled by Jamie Borg of Cutting 
Edge Upholstery to the in-house paintjob with a mezmerizing mixture of blues.

reach 180 mph with its turbocharged engines in 
1,350-hp mode. The cat has yet to be run with 
each engine pumping out 1,550 hp.

In the near future, Skater will send an insert 
for the bucket-seat bench to TNT. Once installed, 
the insert will raise those seats to improve 
forward visibility for their occupants.

“That is the only thing I want to change—
otherwise, it’s a perfect boat,” Belanger said. 
“Skater did a great job with the in-house paintjob. 

The trailer they built is phenomenal.
“It runs great in rough water; it’s a big boat,” 

he added. “It’s crazy good. And the torque is just 
incredible.”

Belanger paused, then laughed.
“I had crash boxes in my last two boats—a 

41-foot Apache and the 46-foot Skater—and I 
had gotten used to them,” he said, then chuckled 
again. “This boat is extremely easy to dock. I do a 
better job parking it than I do parking my car.” 
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The story behind the first Wright 
Performance 420 to be ordered with 
Mercury Racing 450R outboard engines 

is a fun one. Win Farnsworth, a well-known and 
often-hilarious member of the go-fast boating 
community who lives in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
wanted to surprise Sara Christine, his longtime 
girlfriend, with a new boat for them to enjoy. 
Since unloading Low Altitude, an equally well-
known 50-foot turbine engine-powered Mystic 
Powerboats catamaran, Farnsworth has owned 
several boats including new center consoles 
from Mystic and Statement Marine, as well as a 
pre-owned 46-foot Skater Powerboats catamaran 
dubbed Freedom.

But while he enjoyed all of them for various 
reasons, Farnsworth likes to keep his boating 
options open. His strong interest in the Wright 
Performance Powerboats 420 sport catamaran 
became even stronger when the long-rumored 

Mercury Racing 450R outboard engine was finally 
released, and he ordered a 42-footer with twin 
450s through Performance Boat Center.

From the first time she and Farnsworth spied 
the first Wright Performance 420, Sara Christine 
knew he had eyes for it. Her gut feeling, plus a 
speedonthewater.com article on the upcoming 
42-footer that noted the boat was “going to a 
well-known buyer,” ramped up suspicion. So she 
relentlessly peppered him with questions about 
it. For weeks, Farnsworth held fast to his story, 
that he had no idea what she was talking. But 
he finally cracked—just in time to let her pick the 
boat’s color scheme.

“I asked 100,000 times a day about it and he 
wouldn’t say anything,” she said, then laughed. 
“I called Bernie Neuhaus at Marine Unlimited 
after I read the article and asked him if Slug 
Hefner had ordered a Wright 420. He told me, 
‘No, he ordered a Mystic.’

Wright Performance Powerboats 420

With Mercury Racing 450R outboards providing the punch, a  
Wright Performance 420 catamaran delights its discerning owner.



“I knew there was something weird going on,” 
she added, then laughed again. “I am nosy and 
then I got really annoying by bugging Win about 
it all the time.”

Said Farnsworth, “Between the article and 
900 people messaging Sara with rumors, I had 
to come clean.”

Then all-white, the supercharged V-8 outboard 
cat debuted during the 2019 Lake of the Ozarks 
Shootout in late August. Performance Boat 
Center painted the boat before Farnsworth and 
Sara Christine ran it in the Florida Powerboat 
Club Key West Poker Run a few months later. 
From there, the fully dressed boat went to the 
2020 Miami International Boat Show.

“It looks really great and runs really great,” 
said Farnsworth shortly after taking delivery of 
the 42-footer. “The cockpit is massive and the 
storage is literally twice as much as my DCB 
had. The boat gets on plane at 14.3 mph and 
we ran 115 mph with five people and 120 gallons 
of fuel on board. It’s insane.”

So why—at this writing—is it up for sale? 
“Well, you know, I’m always looking for a new 
boat and everything is for sale,” he said. “If 
someone buys it, great. If not, we’ll keep running 
it. We’re in no hurry to sell.” 

Being driven by Performance Boat Center’s Myrick Coil 
with his wife, Missi, by his side, the Wright Performance 
420 catamaran powered by Mercury Racing 450R engines 
was on display at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat 
Show in October as well as the Miami show in February.
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words Jason Johnson

The team behind Eliminator Boats is focused 
on making sure the company’s next 50 years 
are even more successful than the first 50.

W ith all of the 50th anniversary festivities 
behind it, the ownership group directing 
Eliminator Boats is doing what most 

companies fortunate enough to be in its position 
would do—look ahead to the next 50 years. From 
new boat releases, model reinventions and a 
revamped showroom to staffing updates, logo 
modifications and changes to its build processes, 
the one constant within the Mira Loma, Calif., 
company is its dedication to constructing the 
finest go-fast boats on the planet.

After purchasing the legendary Southern 
California business at the end of 2018, a little 
more than eight years after the company that 
Bob Leach founded in 1969 filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy, the partnership group RevLine LLC 
led by longtime Eliminator employee and current 
president, Jake Fraleigh, began the process of 
breathing new life into the brand. And while the 
process of righting the ship, if you will, took 
some time, Fraleigh and company appear to 
have things headed in the right direction.

That was apparent by the remarkable display 
of boats Eliminator had on hand at the 2020 Los 
Angeles Boat Show in Pomona Calif., in January, 
not to mention the showings throughout 2019, 
which included the Desert Storm Poker Run in 
Lake Havasu City, Ariz., the brand’s spectacular 
50th Anniversary Party a month later at Pirate 
Cove Resort just up the Colorado River on Lake 
Havasu, the mid-August Big Cat Poker Run 
in Northern California and the mid-September 
Lake Powell Challenge in Northern Arizona.

There also have been plenty of new boat 
deliveries, consisting of mainly the company’s To
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popular Speedster catamarans and Fun Deck 
models, over the past year to satisfied customers 
from Arizona and California to Louisiana and 
Oklahoma.

One of those clients was repeat customer Tim 
Newton of Cathedral City, Calif. Newton was one 
of several people who had a boat on order during 
the transition out of bankruptcy, and while at the 
time he felt some uncertainty about whether his 
boat would be finished, he was confident that the 
Eliminator teams would come through.

Now, a little more than a year after getting 
his 2019 50th anniversary twin Mercury Racing 
300R-powered 27 Speedster, which features a 
full suede interior, a capped bow and stern and 
tons of high-end options, the boat is currently 

for sale at Eliminator as he has a new 30 
Speedster—his third Eliminator—on order with 
a pair of Mercury Racing 450R engines.

“I don’t know where my boat or my deposit 
would have ended up if Jake didn’t take things 
into his own hands,” said Newton, who owned 
a 2004 27 Daytona with twin supercharged 
540-cubic-inch engines prior to the Speedster. 
“I had faith in Jake and the whole team at 
Eliminator. When he got control of the business 
it was the best thing that could have happened 
to the company.  The innovation they continue 
to put into their boats is outstanding. I love the 
new designs and the construction processes 
they’ve put into place from the vacuum infusion 
to the new seat designs. Every time I go visit the 

Eliminator’s display at the 2020 Los Angeles Boat Show 
(right) included two outboard-powered 25 Speedster 
cats, a 27 Speedster, a 28 Fun Deck and an eye-catching 
36 Speedster equipped with twin Mercury Racing 1350 
engines that was wrapped up just in time for the show.
With a new outboard-powered 30 Speedster on order, 
Tim Newton is selling Fly-n-Bye, his 2019 27 Speedster 
featuring twin Mercury Racing 300R engines (below).
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shop there is something nicer on the next boat 
they’re building.

“Jake has a great team in place now, too,” he 
added. “Customer service is his thing. They’ve 
never nickel and dimed me, and they’ve done 
everything they said they would do. And any 
concern I had with my boat was resolved right 
away. I loved Bob Leach to death—I’ve known 
him a long time, back when my dad was in the 
ski-boat business in the 1980s—but the company 
needed new leadership and Jake was the guy to 
take it to the next level. I have the utmost con-
fidence that the company is headed in the right 
direction.”

In the immediate future, Eliminator’s focus is 
getting two new models out this year—the 30-foot 
Speedster cat, which is going to be available 
with outboard and inboard power, and a Fun 
Deck model that will have different deck designs 
depending on whether the customer chooses 
inboard or outboard engines. Of course Fraleigh 

expects the outboard-powered sport cats to easily 
outnumber the stern-drive builds, but he believes 
the inboard market could be substantial, espe-
cially in the family friendly go-fast boat category. 
When it comes to builds like the Mercury Racing 
1350-powered 36 Speedster that was on display 
at the L.A. Boat Show, Fraleigh said the company 
could handle two, maybe three, of those a year.

More focus, Fraleigh said, is being put on 
embracing customer input, making the purchas-
ing experience as easy as possible and paying 
attention to the trends that appeal to the next age 
group of buyers.

You can see that approach in many of the 
latest Eliminator builds, with the matte finishes, 
blacked-out looks, simpler designs and bolder 
colors that have hit the mark in the motorcycle 
industry and automotive world.

“In order to keep the ball rolling, we feel like 
we need to reach the next generation of buyers,” 
Fraleigh said. “That’s a challenge that we face 

Eliminator unveiled its all-new 25 Speedster during 
the 2019 Desert Storm Poker Run Street Party along 
McCulloch Boulevard in Lake Havasu City, Ariz.
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just like the rest of the industry, but if we can 
be smart with boat design, overall function and, 
most of all, provide an excellent value, there’s no 
reason we can’t pull that off. We’re focused on 
listening to our customers and making sure that 
we put quality, functionality and lifestyle on the 
same level of importance as performance.

“Don’t get me wrong, performance is 
necessary—the same goes for aesthetics and 
attention to detail—but the next crop of buyers 
has a different perspective that we’re starting to 
get a handle on,” he continued. “A huge priority 
of ours is showcasing the community and family 
aspect of boating and being an Eliminator owner. 
That’s the reason we’ve brought back our regatta 
and it’s the reason we host our open house 
barbecues, which are great ways to say thank 
you to our current customers and show potential 
buyers what the brand and the Eliminator lifestyle 
is all about.”

The whole family aspect isn’t new to the 
company though, that part of the business was 
important to Leach from day one. It’s a major 
reason Eliminator grew to be one of the largest 

builder of performance boats in the country. In its 
best years, it produced more than 300 boats.

It’s also worth noting that the Leach “family” 
theme also applies to the West Coast custom 
market as there’s no denying Leach is the 
Godfather of the industry out West being that 
many of his former employees currently work or 
used to work at DCB, Hallett, LaveyCraft, Nordic 
and more.

But that was then, now it’s Fraleigh and his 
partners’ turn.

“I’ve been fortunate to be able to assemble 
such a great group of people to help me move 
our company forward,” Fraleigh said. “Each one 
brings a different skill set but they all have been 
so valuable to me and Eliminator.”

Last May, the team at Eliminator Boats—with help from 
the Pirate Cove Resort crew and a few beautiful models 
(right) taking pictures with many of the boats on hand 
such as the new 25 Speedster—hosted one of the coolest 
parties of 2019 in recognition of the company’s 50th 
anniversary. More than 500 people attended the event, 
including Damon La Blue in his 1974 Eliminator Cruiser.
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Of the partners in RevLine LLC, one in 
particular has become a more important asset 
than Fraleigh ever envisioned. Alan Hasty, an 
Eliminator owner who splits time between Florida 
and Virginia and now California since he’s taken 
more interest in the company beyond the new 
28 Speedster LE with twin Mercury Racing 
450R engines he has being built, has given 
Fraleigh a business-minded advisor. Hasty, 
who retired four years ago from his senior 
vice president role at Sysco Corporation, last 
oversaw 1,500-plus employees and spent most 
of his 36-year Sysco career in operations and 
procurement, running companies and markets 
for the massive food distribution company. 
Fraleigh frequently leans on Hasty as he guides 
the company with an eye for the future.

“We’re on the right track with Eliminator,” 
said Hasty, who in 2017 bought Bob Teague’s 
28 Speedster with a pair of Teague Custom 
Marine 825 EFI engines. “Some essential 
changes have been made to the way the business 
is ran and the way the boats are built. It’s almost 
all composites now, 99.9 percent of the wood 
has been removed from our boats. It’s what had 
to be done if we were really going to penetrate 
the Midwest and East Coast markets.

Although he’s currently building a new 28 Speedster 
LE catamaran with twin Mercury Racing 450R engines,
Alan Hasty—one of the partners in RevLine LLC, the 
ownership group behind Eliminator Boats—plans to 
keep his 28 Speedster powered by a pair of 825-hp 
Teague Custom Marine engines that he bought in 2017 
from Bob Teague, who owns the Valencia, Calif., facility.
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“There are some great builders out there, but 
we’re right there with them and getting stronger,” 
he continued. “The Eliminator brand is well known 
and has an excellent reputation—it’s synonymous 
with quality and performance, which is a wonderful 
combination. I’ve enjoyed both of mine.”

Hasty, whose first performance boat was 
a Force Offshore 26-foot catamaran, had a 
Nordic Boats 28 SS cat in between his current 
28 Speedster and the 2007 27 Daytona cat 
powered by a single 1,200-hp TCM engine. 
He said he can’t wait for his new 28 LE, as it’s 
being called, to be finished since it was built with 
a shorter center pod in the tunnel and is getting 
the new adjustable Porta Products brackets 
linked up with a Marine Design Corp. TrimSync 

system that is going to control both the trim and 
the jackplates for the 450R engines.

“I think there are some great things ahead 
for Eliminator,” Hasty said. “We’ve assembled a 
very cross-functional, well-organized team and 
we have some really nice boats coming, some 
models that should pique a lot of interest.”

Hasty and Fraleigh both said there are plans 
in place to get more boats out to different parts of 
the country and get them priced at points that are 
attractive to buyers with different income levels.

“We want to make our customers’ dreams 
come true,” Hasty said. “Whether it’s a dream of 
owning their first Eliminator, a new one or their best 
one, we’re here to make that possible, and make 
the experience as enjoyable as possible.” 

Thanks to an enthusiastic group of past and present 
owners across the country as well as a handful of 
new models creating even more buzz, Jake Fraleigh 
(right and below, center) and the dedicated team at 
the Mira Loma, Calif., company are optimistic about 
the future of Eliminator Boats. “I’ve been fortunate to 
be able to assemble such a great group of people to 
help me move our company forward,” Fraleigh said.
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With the 41 GTZ, 
Donzi Marine 

blends form and 
function into 

an intriguing 
day boat.

UNDER CURRENT 
ownership in Washington, N.C., 
Donzi Marine has brought two 
new models, a 44-foot catamaran 
and the 41 GTZ, to market in 
the past two years. Both are 
outboard engine-powered, both 
are unlike any previous Donzi 
releases. Both have created 
plenty of howling from Donzi 
traditionalists.

Our not-so-gentle advice? 
Get over it. First, that the 
company has been reborn is 
good for the entire performance 
boating world. Second, if you 
want the kind of Donzi you’ve 
come to know and love during 
the years you can finally buy a 
new one in the form of a 38 ZRC 
or an 18 Classic.

Last, the 41 GTZ—added 
to the line in late 2019 for the 
2020 model year—is one cool 
day boat, at least if one with a bit 
of performance attitude is what 
you’re after, that was built off the 
original 41 GT prototype platform.

And by day boat, we mean 
something you could comfortably 
spend an entire day on board. 
That requires exceptional 
seating, open space, lots 
of stowage and even shade 
when needed. Creature 
comforts are paramount,  
are ride quality and reliability.

By those standards, the 
new-for-2020 Donzi Marine 
41 GTZ powered by triple 
Mercury Racing 400R engines 
is one hell of a day boat, and a 

P R O F I L E :  D O N Z I  M A R I N E  4 1  G T Z

words Matt Trulio 
and Jason Johnson

photos Mark Spencer/ 
Donzi Marine

Radical Departure

97
SPEED ON THE WATER



particularly sexy, performance-oriented one at that.
During our tests in late 2019 on the Pamlico River with 

driver Billy Moore, the two of us and 300 gallons of fuel 
on board, we ran the boat to 75.5 mph. The boat’s GPS 
recall showed a top speed of 80 mph, which likely was 
achieved with a lighter load.

Time to plane was 5.2 seconds with the trim tabs 
down and 6.8 seconds with the trim tabs up. The boat ran 
42 mph at 4,000 rpm, 55 mph at 5,000 rpm and 70 mph 

at 6,000 rpm. Worth noting, running 
60 mph, the triple supercharged 
outboards burned a combine 16 
gallons of fuel per hour.

The 41-footer’s standing-start 
and midrange acceleration numbers 
were acceptable. From dead in the 
water, the boat reached 39 mph in 10 
seconds and 60 mph in 20 seconds. It 
ran from 40 to 60 mph in nine seconds 
and 50 to 70 mph in 15 seconds.

P R O F I L E :  D O N Z I  4 1  G T Z

In the new 41 GTZ powered by triple Mercury 
Racing Verado 400R engines and equipped 
with a tinted acrylic roof for shade, Donzi 
has a smoking-hot day boat on its hands.

HORSEPOWER OF 
OUTBOARD ENGINES 
PUSHED THE DONZI 
41 GTZ TO 80 MPH.1,200



True, it’s not a hot rod, 
but first and foremost a day 
boat—as the 41 GTZ truly was 
designed to be—is a social 
platform. To that end, the 
builder equipped the 41 GTZ 
with six swiveling high-bucket 
seats. So when the boat isn’t 
underway and there’s no need 
for everyone to be facing 
forward, everyone can face 
inward and chat. Aft of those 
tall buckets are rear-facing 
contoured sun lounges. And 
every seat in the boat is plush 
and inviting. There simply isn’t 
a bad seat in the house.

The first iteration of the 
41-footer, the 41 GT was 
equipped with two outboards 
and no hardtop. According 
to multiple sources at the 
company, triple outboards and 
a hardtop always were part 
of the plan for the boat. The 
new and reportedly lightweight 
top for the 41 GTZ takes 
swept-forward styling cues 
from the wakeboard boat world 
with a black anodized frame 
supporting a tinted acrylic 
roof and provides welcome 
shade for the entire cockpit. 
The exceptions to this are the 

rear-facing sun lounges.
A center walkway between 

those lounges starts at the 
helm station and finishes at 
the rear swim platform ahead 
of the outboards. SeaDek 
surfacing throughout the 
cockpit sole will help keep 
swimmers from slipping and 
sliding after they re-board 
from a dip.

As for stowage, it’s pretty 

Clockwise from top left: Between the rear-facing sun lounges, the acrylic 
hardtop, the stylish helm and the six swiveling bucket seats, from a pure 
pleasure standpoint the team at Donzi pretty much thought of everything.

P R O F I L E :  D O N Z I  4 1  G T Z

LENGTH/WIDTH 40’6”/9’8”

WEIGHT 11,500 POUNDS

ENGINES (3) MERCURY RACING 400R

PROPS LAB-FINISHED BRAVO 1 15-1/4” X 26”

PRICE AS EQUIPPED $637,000

TOP SPEED 80 MPH

TIME TO PLANE 5.2 SECONDS

ZERO TO 20 SECONDS 60 MPH

40 TO 60 MPH 9 SECONDS

FUEL CAPACITY 300 GALLONS

QUICK FIGURES

Donzi Marine, 252-975-2000, www.donzimarine.com
Mercury Racing, 920-921-5330, www.mercuryracing.com

much everywhere you look—
but neatly hidden in the 
41-footer’s in-sole and 
gunwale lockers. Though 
the cabin is large enough 
to use as a changing room, 
it has stowage spaces and, 
if needed, could function as 
one giant locker of its own.

More than a few folks 
scratched their head at the 
Donzi 41 GT when it hit the 
water in 2018. To be fair, it 
was underpowered and not a 
completely finished product. 
(To be equally fair, the late 
Joe Curran of Donzi’s parent 
company, Iconic Marine 
Group, took pains to say the 
boat was a prototype from 
the day it hit the water.) The 
41 GTZ, on the other hand, 
is ready to roll.

And ready to roll for an 
entire day on the water. 
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Visit www.cigaretteracing.com or call us at (305) 931.4564 for more information 

QUALITY. SOPHISTICATION. STYLE.

THAT’s THE CIGARETTE DIFFERENCE

41’ GTR RESERVE

http://www.cigaretteracing.com


Dressed 
to impress, 
Fountain’s 

new-for-2020 
34-footer is an 
excellent start

to its latest 
center-console 

series.

SOMETIME THIS YEAR, 
Fountain Powerboats will debut a 
38-foot center console dressed in 
its new “Sport Console” package, 
which translates to a decidedly 
non-angling-centric interior, 
racy graphics and—if the buyer 
chooses—two rows of bolsters. 
But until then, we have the 34 SC, 
a fine example of the new SC line 
that fits between the Washington, 
N.C., company’s Bluewater 
Sport series of center consoles, 
which tend to be equipped for 
fishing, and its newer NX line of 
luxurious, social-platform-oriented 
center consoles. The latter came 
to life two years ago at the Miami 
International Boat Show.

Fountain outfitted the first 
34 SC with relatively docile twin 
Mercury Marine Verado 400 

outboards, though Mercury 
Racing 450R, 400R and 300R 
outboard packages will be 
offered. But the key to the SC 
series is sportboat-inspired 
styling, including its fiery red-and-
black paintjob, that render it a 
performance-bred offering. Color-
matched upholstery and SeaDek 
flooring carry its performance 
look and feel into the interior.

Between our early December 
2019 tests of the boat and the 
2020 Miami International Boat 
Show two months later, Missouri- 
based Fountain dealer Big 
Thunder Marine exhibited the 
34 SC at the Kansas City Boat 
and Sportshow in Missouri. 
According Fountain chief 
operating officer Jeff Harris, Big 
Thunder’s representatives heard 

P R O F I L E :  F O U N TA I N  P O W E R B O AT S  3 4  S C

words Matt Trulio 
and Jason Johnson

photos Mark Spencer/ 
Fountain Powerboats

Perfect Fit
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from multiple show goers that 
the second row of bolsters 
took up too much cockpit 
space. That was how the boat 
was equipped for evaluations, 
and we loved that layout. But 
Fountain has responded to 
the input received during the 
Midwest show and now offers 
the second row of bolsters as 
an option. In standard dress, 
the 34 SC will come with a 

more-traditional single bolster 
row with a rear-facing bench 
seat behind it a few feet ahead 
of the triple-seat rear bench.

With Fountain’s Billy Moore 
at the all-digital helm station, 
we ran the fuel-filled 34-footer 
to 58 mph. The GPS recall 
showed 60 mph. Based on its 
precise handling manners—
the 34 SC is a flat-out agile 
turn-carver—we’d love to see 

what the boat could do with a 
pair of 450Rs or maybe even 
three engines on the transom.

Time to plane with the trim 
tabs down was 5.5 seconds, 
not a big difference from the 
6.5 seconds it took with the 
tabs up. The boat reached 
50 mph in 20 seconds from a 
standing start and it went from 
30 to 50 mph in 12.3 seconds. 
Again, it would be a blast to 
run this 34-footer, which had 
zero trouble handling 800 hp 
worth of outboards, with more 
juice behind it.

We can’t wait to see a 38 
SC powered by triple or quad 
450R engines and, as noted 
above, we’re certain we will 
sometime in 2020. In the 
meantime, the 34-foot version 
is a great start to what’s likely 
to be a successful center 
console series. 

P R O F I L E :  F O U N T A I N  3 4  S C

QUICK FIGURES
LENGTH/WIDTH 34’2”/9’6”

WEIGHT 12,800 POUNDS

ENGINES (2) MERCURY MARINE 400

PROPS MERCURY REVOLUTION 4 14.63” X 19”

PRICE AS EQUIPPED $308,800

TOP SPEED 60 MPH

TIME TO PLANE 5.5 SECONDS

ZERO TO 20 SECONDS 50 MPH

30 TO 50 MPH 12.3 SECONDS

FUEL CAPACITY 418 GALLONS

Fountain Powerboats, 252-975-2000, www.fountainpowerboats.com
Mercury Marine, 920-929-5040, www.mercurymarine.com

Thanks to finely crafted color-matched upholstery and attention-getting SeaDek on the floor, the deck and the top 
of the center console’s T-top, the all-new Fountain Powerboats 34 SC has the look and feel of a performance boat.
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https://www.biokleen.com


http://marinetechnologyinc.com/

